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Rationale 

The Year 7 French Curriculum has been designed with the following aims in mind:  
-To encourage the ability to speak spontaneously in the target language early on.  
-To understand classroom instructions and make spontaneous requests in the target language. 
-To establish the foundations of the French language which pave the way for GCSE success (e.g. emphasis on expressing 
opinions). 
-To teach students three topics that appear on the GCSE specification; school life, free time and town/local area  
-To learn the phonetic patterns of the language (through a one-hour phonics lesson weekly in the autumn term) in order to listen 
and speak effectively.  
-To learn strategies to approach the skills of reading, listening, speaking and writing (as well as vocabulary learning and 
dictionary skills) with explicit skills-based lesson in the spring term.  
-To engage with authentic material such as book extracts, poetry, films, music and magazine articles in order to spark a love of 
learning languages.  
-To grasp the meaning and formation of the present tense in French through a weekly explicit grammar lesson in the summer 
term.   
- To draw cultural comparisons (e.g. in French schools students don’t wear uniform or attend school on Wednesday afternoon) 

 
 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Knowledge 
 
 

Basic greetings- 
introductions and 
classroom 

All about me- 
pets, family, 
hobbies, colours 

School life- 
subjects, 
opinions, 

School life- 
uniform, school 
facilities & daily 

Myself and my 
hobbies- 
describing your 

Where I live- my house, 
town, directions, what you 
do at the weekend, what 



language 
 

and where you 
live 

justifications, 
telling the time, 
food you eat in 
the canteen.  

routine.  appearance/perso
nality and why 
you like to do in 
free time/sports 

you can do at the weekend 

Skills and 
grammar 
 
 

Phonics 
Reading 
Listening 
Writing 

Phonics 
Reading  
Listening 
Writing 
Opinions + le/la/les 
+ noun  
Adjective order 
and agreements 

Dictionary work 
Vocabulary, 
Reading, 
Listening 
Writing 
Speaking 
Opinions + le/la/les + 
noun 

Listening 
Reading 
Writing 
Speaking 
il y a/il n’y a pas 
de 
Reflexive verbs  

Listening 
Reading 
Writing 
Speaking 
Adjective 
agreements 
Opinions/reasons 
Je fais du/de 
la/des 
Je joue au/à 
la/aux 
J’ai/je suis  

Listening 
Reading 
 Writing 
Il y a/il n’y a pas de  
 Je vais/je ne vais pas….  
On peut + infinitive  
 

Assessment 
 
 

End of module 
formative reading   

End of term 
summative 
listening 

End of module 
formative writing 

End of module 
summative 
speaking 

End of module 
formative writing 
and translation 

End of year summative 
reading assessment  

Characteristics 
 
 

Confidence, 
Resilience and 
appreciation of 
other cultures  

Confidence, 
resilience and 
appreciation of 
other cultures  

Appreciation of 
education and 
cultural 
differences 

Appreciation of 
education and 
cultural 
differences 

Confidence and 
resilience  

Confidence and resilience 

 
 

 

 


