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Rationale 

Our KS3 Geography curriculum is designed to equip students with a sound grasp of Geographical Skills over the three years. We embed skills such as map work and place 
knowledge throughout. We also endeavour to provide students with an understanding of global issues that will help them make sense of the world in which they live. We 
hope that students will develop the skills and desire to make positive choices about how they impact upon the environment. We focus on empathy when looking at these 
global issues. The topics link to the KS4 curriculum but also provide a rounded Geographical education for those who choose not to continue with Geography at GCSE. 

 

 
Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Knowledge 
 

Geography on your 
doorstep - looking at 
key features of the UK 
such as mountains and 
rivers; major cities and 
tourist attractions. 

Map Skills - learning 
how to read and 
create maps. Practical 
skills for navigation 
and describing the 
location of places 
using compass 
directions; grid 
references and so on. 

Earthquakes & Volcanoes - 
learning theories of plate 
tectonics and the structure 
of the Earth; learning how 
earthquakes and volcanoes 
are created; how they are 
measured and what their 
characteristics are. 

Earthquakes & Volcanoes - 
investigating the impacts of 
these natural hazards and 
how these effects can be 
managed. Looking at 
specific examples such as: 
Mount St Helens Eruption; 
the Japan Tsunami and the 
Nepal Earthquake 

Problems in global 
cities -  looking at the 
growth of urbanisation 
and the challenges this 
has bought. Focussing 
on cities such as Lagos, 
Rio, New York & 
Shanghai. 

Anthropogenic Issues - 
looking at human 
impact on the natural 
world. Exploring issues 
such as deforestation; 
desertification; ocean 
pollution. 

Skills 
 

Locational 
knowledge;atlas map 
skills; comparison and 
evaluation as well as 
persuasive writing. 

Four and Six Figure 
grid references; 
contour lines; compass 
directions; measuring 
distances; planning a 
route. 

Empathy and compassion; 
mapping; annotated 
diagrams; interpreting 
resources; decision making; 
description and 
explanation; analysing and 
comparing impacts; 
evaluating responses. 

Empathy and compassion; 
mapping; annotated 
diagrams; interpreting 
resources; decision making; 
description and 
explanation; analysing and 
comparing impacts; 
evaluating responses. 

Map skills; graph 
making; empathy; 
persuasive writing; 
explanation (using 
PEEL); analysing and 
comparing impacts; 
evaluating responses. 
 

Map skills; graph 
making; empathy; 
persuasive writing; 
explanation (using 
PEEL); analysing and 
comparing impacts; 
evaluating responses. 

Assessment 
 

Baseline: Places I have 
been assigned as a 
written task. 
End of unit:  explaining 
the main reasons for 
tourism in the UK using 
writing frame. 
(extended writing task). 

Continuous 
throughout the unit - 
skills work marked as 
we go. 
End of unit map skills 
test - short answer 
questions. 

Which natural disaster had 
the biggest impact? 
Comparison written task 
using writing frame 
(extended writing task). 

Which natural disaster had 
the biggest impact? 
Comparison written task 
using writing frame 
(extended writing task). 

Should the Makoko 
slum be saved or 
destroyed? Students 
produce a campaign 
poster and speech. 

End of unit test - 
mixture of short and 
long answer questions 
(exam style) 

Characteristics 
      



 


