
    

 

 

Summary  Answers to Important Questions and Vocabulary 

The Norman Conquest of England was a military 
invasion of Britain by William the Conqueror.  

 
William was the Duke of Normandy, who led 
troops to conquer England in October 1066, after 

defeating King Harold II at the Battle of Hastings. 
Harold was killed in battle. 

 
The previous King, Edward the Confessor, had died 
in January 1066 without leaving a clear heir. His 

brother-in-law, Harold Godwinson, claimed the 
throne. Harold had already defeated another rival, 

the Norweigian King Harald Hardrada at the 
Battle of Stamford Bridge. 

 
William faced several rebellions after his victory 
and was not secure on his throne until after 1072. 

  

What happened 
at the Battle of 

Hastings? 

 William’s troops landed at Waveney in Sussex on 25th 
September. Harold’s troops were weary from the Battle of 

Stamford Bridge, and many stayed north as Harold marched 
to defend this new threat. The battle is thought to have begun 
at around 9am and lasted all day. Although the numbers on 
both sides were probably about equal, William had cavalry 

and infantry, whereas Harold’s troops were mainly 
footsoldiers. Harold’s side were initially successful. William’s 

troops began to retreat, and as Harold’s forces pursued them, 
they were surrounded by the remaining Norman invaders.  

Key Vocabulary 
 

Normandy 
 

William the 
Conqueror 

 
King Harold 

 
Harald Hardrada 

 
Bayeux Tapestry 

 
Battle of Hastings 

 
Edward the 

Confessor 
 

Feudal System 
 

Castle 
 

Monarchy 
 

Domesday Book 
 

Anglo-Saxon 

 

How was King 
Harold II killed? 

 There are conflicting reports about how Harold died on the 
battlefield. The Bayeux Tapestry appears to show death by an 

arrow to the eye, but other accounts detail an arrow to the 
head. Some sources state that William killed Harold, but most 

state that no one knows who struck the decisive blow. 

How did the 
Bayeux 

Tapestry come 
into existence? 

 The Bayeux Tapestry is an embroidered cloth that is thought 
to have been made in 1070s only a few years after the Battle 
of Hastings. Although it tells the story from the viewpoint of 
the conquering Normans, it is thought to have been made in 

England – not Bayeux.  It is likely that it was commissioned by 
Bishop Odo, William's half-brother.  In 1729, it was 

rediscovered by scholars when it was being displayed annually 
in Bayeux Cathedral. The tapestry is now exhibited at the 

Musée de la Tapisserie de Bayeux in Bayeux, which is in the 
Normandy region of France. 

   

Key People 
 

William the Conqueror (1028-1087) 
 

 William the Conqueror, also known as 
William I of England, was the first Norman 
King of England (between 1066 and 1087). 

Before becoming King of England, William was the 
well-respected Duke of Normandy, who had won 

several battles and had seen off revolts. It is thought 
that Edward the Confessor made William (a first cousin 
once removed) his heir in 1052, when he stayed at the 
Court of Dukes in Normandy for protection. However, 

after Edward died, William was upset to hear that 
these wishes were not respected by Harold Godwinson, 
Edward’s brother-in-law (it is rumoured that Edward 

may have changed his mind about his heir on his death 
bed). William made immediate plans to invade 

England, and defeated Harold at the Battle of Hastings 
in October 1066. William was a tough King, who 

imposed his own will on the nation. He also quashed 
several revolts and uprisings during his early reign.  

Harold Godwinson (1022-1066)  
 

Harold Godwinson was King Harold II of 
England between 5th January 1066 and his 

death at the Battle of Hastings. Harold had 
inherited the Earl of Wessex title, making him the 2nd 

most-powerful man in England after the King (Edward 
the Confessor) When Edward died in January 1066, 

Harold claimed the throne for himself. He then 
defeated Harold Hadrada at the Battle of Stamford 

Bridge on 28th September. However, he was then killed 
in the Battle of Hastings on 14th October 1066 at the 

hands of the Normans, led by William the Conqueror. 
His death marked the Norman Conquest of England, 

and the end of Anglo-Saxon England.  
  

 

How did 
William secure 

the throne after 
the Battle of 

Hastings? 

 Despite nobles submitting to William after the Battle of 
Hastings, rebellions persisted for many years. In 1067 rebels 
were defeated in Dover, and in 1068 he besieged rebels in 
Exeter. In May 1068, his wife Matilda was crowned Queen, 

which signalled his growing security on the throne. There were 
major uprisings in 1069, from those in both Northumbria and 

the south-west. In 1070, William had to see off an invasion 
from Sweyn II of Denmark, whilst in 1072 he confronted 

Malcolm of Scotland to ensure his compliance. 
 

     
 

Top 10 Facts! 

1. They were called the Normans because they 
came from the Normandy region of France. 

 
2. William published the Domesday Book, which 

gives a lot of information about the people of 
England in the 11th Century. 
 

3. The Bayeux Tapestry measures 49.5cm wide 
and 70 metres long! It shows 72 events. 
 

4. The Normans built wooden houses covered in 
mud, dung and straw. 
 

5. They also built many large stone castles. 

6. The most famous Norman castles include 
Windsor Castle and the Tower of London. 

 
7. William the Conqueror established the feudal 

system, in which people gave kings and lords 
money in exchange for protection and order. 
 

8. Within 20 years of the conquest, the entire 
English aristocracy had lost its land and wealth. 

 
9. William died in 1087 at the age of 59, whilst 

leading a campaign in northern France. 
 

10. The Normans ruled England for 300 years.  

Edward the Confessor (1003-1066)  
Edward the Confessor was King of England for 24 

years. He gained his name for being religiously 
devout. When he died, he left no clear heir to his throne.  

Harald Hardrada (1015-1066) 
Harald Hardrada, also known as Harald of Norway, was the King of Norway between 1046 and 1066. 

Harald had succeeded in unifying Norway in a number of crushing victories. He had tried to also conquer 
Denmark since 1064, but was unsuccessful. Tostig Godwinson, Harold Godwinson’s brother, pledged 

allegiance to Harald and invited him to claim the English throne. He was initially successful in the Battle of Fulford, 
but then died in the Battle of Stamford Bridge 25th September 1066. 

 

 
 

  

Timeline of The Norman Conquest 

5th January 1066:  
Death of Edward the 

Confessor, with no 
clear heir. 

1072: William marches 
north to King Malcolm of 
Scotland, who agrees to 

be subordinate. 

25th December 1066: 
William was crowned 
the King of England in 
Westminster Abbey. 

14th October 1066: William 
defeats King Harold at the 
Battle of Hastings. Harold is 

killed in battle. 

1070: The first 
Norman stone 
castle is built in 

Wales. 

1069: William 
enforces Norman 
rule and there are 
numerous revolts. 

1069/1070: William subdues 
several revolts in the north, 

including an invasion by 
Sven II of Denmark. 

20th September 1066: 
Harald Hardrada 
defeats English at 
Battle of Fulford. 

25th September 1066: 
Harold II defeats and kills 

Harald Hardrada at 
Battle of Stamford Bridge. 

28th September 1066: 
William of Normandy 
lands at Pevensey on 
England’s south coast. 

The Battle of Hastings section of the Bayeux Tapestry 
(1077), which depicts the Norman Conquest of England. 



    

 

 

Overview  The Domesday Book 

The Feudal System was a way of organising societies, 
that is thought to have existed in the Middle Ages. 

 
Under this system, Kings were given full power and 

control over everything. In return for their homage (a 
promise to be loyal) and payment, those lower down the 

hierarchy were granted lands and work. 
 

The Domesday Book is a record of the survey carried out 
by William I of England, to establish the people, places 

and lands of England and parts of Wales.. 
 

This was comissioned to allow William to know what he 
should expect to receive in taxes. 

 
The Domesday Book is still in existence, and is generally 

held at The National Archieves in London. 

  

What is the 
Domesday 

Book? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

-The Domesday Book is the record of a survey of 
England and parts of Wales. It was completed 
based on the orders of William I of England, 
(William the Conqueror) who had won the 

throne in the Norman Invasion of 1066. 
-When William had gained power, he 

confiscated all land from the Saxons who owned 
it. He gave it to the barons who supported him. 
-He sent surveyors to every part of the country, 
to find out how much land there was, who had 

owned it/ who owned it now, what the land was 
like, and how much is was worth. The result of 

this survey was the Domesday Book.  

Key Vocabulary 
 

Feudal System 
 

Domesday Book 
 

Middle Ages 
 

King 
 

Ownership 
 

Lords 
 

Barons 
 

Knights 
 

Peasants/ Serfs 
 

William I 
 

Normans 
 

Homage 
 

Magna Carta 

 

How was the 
information 

collected? 

 
-In the years 1085-1086, William sent scribes 

around England, who were protected by 
William’s armed men. 

-Each group was led by a Royal Commissioner, 
who took a list of standard questions.  

-A jury of local nobility answered the questions, 
which were written down in Latin.  

   

The Feudal System 
 

Feudalism is a system of land ownership and duties which was used in the Middle Ages. It was a way of 
organising society based on their roles. The King was at the top, with all of the power and control, whilst 

the peasants at the bottom had to do all of the work.  

 

Why did 
William want 

the book? 

 
-William wanted to know the details of the land 
that he had conquered. He had let knights and 
barons have large areas of land, and wanted to 
know how much rent to expect. The Domesday 
Book gave him a record of every village, farm 

and house, so that the rent could be calculated. 

 
King: In the feudal system, all land was owned by 

the King. The King ruled and protected the 
country. 

 
Barons: The King gave some land to the barons. 
Barons provided the King with wealth and men 

for his armies. 
 

Knights: The barons gave some of their land to 
the knights, however the knights had to promise 

to fight when they were needed. 
 

Peasants: The knights gave a few small pieces of 
land to the peasants. In return, the peasants had 
to share their produce with them. Peasants were 

not free men, and were not allowed to leave. 
 

 

 
     

 

Top 10 Facts! 

1. Taxes were not paid with money, but with 
products and services. 

 
2. In return for taxes, lords offered people 

protection, peace and safety. 
 

3. The poor are thought to have been extremely 
sad and downtrodden at this time. 

 
4. The idea of the feudal system first became 

popular with historians in the 1960s. 
 

5. A number of recent historians have argued 
that the feudal system never really existed; it 
was a propaganda myth created by knights. 

6. It is thought that William I died before the 
Domesday Book was fully compiled (in 1087). 

 
7. The Domesday Book got its name as a 

metaphor for the last judgement, because its 
lists were so complete. 
 

8. Only heads of each household were listed. 
 

9. The beginning of the end of feudalism in the 
UK is thought to have been King John signing 
the Magna Carta. 

 
10. It promised the protection of church rights and 

placed limits on feudal payments.  

 

Anyone who was superior (higher up) in the system would be addressed as a ‘Lord.’  The entire system 
depended on (homage) loyalty. If someone were to stay loyal to their Lord, they could keep land and 
wealth. A failure to be loyal would result in someone having their land and wealth taken from them. 

 
 

 

Feudal System and Domesday Book Timeline 

1066: Norman Invasion of England. 
William the Conqueror becomes 

King of England. 

1066-1086: William takes land 
from Saxons and gives it to the 

barons who supported him. 

100-800CE: Dark Ages. Feudalism 
emerges as people keep local 

warriors in luxury for protection. 

800-1066CE: Feudalism in western 
Europe rises, as weak Kings buy 
support from nobles with land. 

1085-1086: The 
Domesday Book is 

compiled. 

 

1162-1170: Thomas Becket 
challenges the power of 

the King over the Church. 

1215: King John is 
forced to sign the 

Magna Carta. 

1086-1160s: 
Feudalism remains 

dominant. 



    

 

 

Overview  Life for Everyday People 

Medieval Life was harsh, difficult, and for many, short. 
Very few people enjoyed luxuries, and the majority of 

people worked long, hard hours for very little. 
 

A feudal system existed in which people generally served 
a Lord above them. In return for their homage (respect 

and loyalty) and payment, those lower down the 
hierarchy were granted protection, lands and work. 

 
People were often placed into groups depending upon 

which skills they had, e.g. those who fight, those who pray 
and those who work. 

 
Nobles often lived in castles, whilst peasants lived in small 

one or two room homes. Most everyday people wore 
practical clothing to keep them warm, and ate simple, 

staple foods. Very few people went to school. 

  

Food and 
Clothes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Food for peasants lacked variety. Bread, stew and 
vegetables were commonly eaten, sometimes with 
meat. Cheeses and eggs were normally savoured 
for special occasions. Wine was commonly drunk. 
Most peasants wore clothing that was plain and 
made from heavy wool. This would keep them 

warm in the winter. Tunics and gowns were 
common, often with a hood or coif on the head. 

Key Vocabulary 
 

Middle Ages 
 

Medieval 
 

Hierarchy 
 

King 
 

Ownership 
 

Lords 
 

Barons 
 

Knights 
 

Peasants/ Serfs 
 

Noble 
 

Tapestry 
 

Wattle 
 

Thatch 

 

Work and 
Education 

 -Very few people went to school in the Middle 
Ages. Most learnt their jobs and how to survive 
from their parents. Children would work from a 

young age. Some of the most common jobs 
included farmers, carpenters, weavers, ploughmen, 

sailors, blacksmiths and fishermen.  

Homes 

 -Most people lived in a small home with one or two 
rooms. These were very crowded, and generally 

everyone slept in the same room. 
The most common type of houses were cruck 
houses. They had a timber frame, which was 

plastered with wattle and daub (a mixture of 
mud, straw and manure). The straw added 
insulation whilst manure bound it together.  

   

Life for Nobles 
 

In the feudal system, the King was at the top with all of the control. Beneath him, lords, barons and knights 
were provided with land in return for their loyalty and respect (homage). Each would have many peasants 

working for them. They offered the peasants protection and work, in exchange for their homage. 

 

Recreation 
and Religion 

 -The life of a peasant was almost entirely ruled by 
work and religion – there was very little time for 

recreation, aside from holy days. Activities included 
wrestling, shin-kicking & cock-fighting. 

-People were deeply religious and their day was 
organised around Mass. Holy days would be 

marked with colourful processions.  

Food and 
Clothes 

 Nobles at a wide variety of foods, including different types of 
meat and sweet puddings. Nobles had cooks to prepare their 

meals for them. When there were guests, dinners would often be 
extravagant. The wealthy wore clothes made from fine wool, 

velvet and silk. Men wore a tunic, whilst women wore a long skirt 
called a kirtle and a long cloak.  

     

Work and 
Education 

 Wealthy children were often the only ones who received an 
education. Most were taught by private tutors. Reading and 

writing was learnt in Latin or French, and some even progressed 
to universities, learning subjects such as maths, music & astronomy. 
The work of a noble was often to ensure that others were working 

properly, and to ensure that taxes were paid on time. 

 

Top 10 Facts! 

1. Medieval towns needed to seek a charter in 
order to become a borough. This allowed them 
to choose a mayor and hold a market. 

 
2. Medicine was primitive – doctors would often 

‘bleed’ people by putting leeches on them. 
 

3. Nobody was allowed to carry weapons. 
 

4. Marriages were often arranged. Noble girls 
often married aged 12, whilst boys were 14. 
 

5. Medieval punishments were extremely harsh. 
People may be put in the stocks or were hung. 

6. If a serf (low-class peasant) escaped his village/ 
town he would often be killed by his Lord. 

 
7. Furniture in a peasant house may only consist 

of a couple of stools and a trunk for bedding. 
They also had to leave room for the animals! 
 

8. A poor harvest could cause peasants to starve. 
 

9. ‘Sumptuary Laws’ forbade peasants from 
wearing clothes that were above their class. 

 
10. Most people could not read. Books at the time 

were in Latin or French.  

 

Homes 

 Many nobles lived in castles. At the centre of most castles was the 
great hall, which were normally decorated with tapestries. They 
also had early fireplaces. The Lord and Lady would have their 

own rooms with four poster beds and curtains for privacy. 
Servants were made to sleep on the floor. 

 

Recreation and 
Religion 

 Nobles had more time for recreation than peasants. Men may 
practice fighting or jousting, or take part in hunting, jousting. 
Women may partake in embroidery, whilst men and women 

could play chess and backgammon. Religion played an important 
part in life, and prayers would be said each morning and evening. 

 

 

A Day in A Medieval Town 

6am: Shops and market stalls 
open. The trading day begins. 

9am: 
Breakfast 

time 

4am: The Church Bells ring to 
signal the first Mass of the day. 

End of Night Watch Duty. 

5am: Most workers would now 
be at work, including farmers, 

merchants and tradesmen. 

12pm: A short lunchtime, 
in order to maximise 

working hours. 

 

6pm: As light fades, 
farm workers etc. would 
finish and take dinner. 

8pm: Curfew bell. 
Night watch 

begins. 

3pm: Most stalls 
and shops would 
close at this time. 



    

 

 

Overview  Answers to Important Questions and Key Vocabulary 

King John (1166-1216) was the King of England between 
1199 and 1216. He became King after the death of his 

brother King Richard (Richard the Lionheart). 
 

During his reign, he had several disputes with his barons 
and bishops. This led to them forcing him to sign the 

Magna Carta, to limit his power. 
 

The Magna Carta was an important document 
containing 63 documents written in Latin on parchment. 

 
The Magna Carta ensured that no one was above the 

law (even the King) and that everyone had the right to 
a fair trial. Some of the clauses are still in law today. 

 
The Magna Carta is amongst the most celebrated 

documents in history, promoting freedom and liberty.  

  

What details 
does the 

Magna Carta 
include? 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

-The Magna Carta was a long document that 
contained 63 clauses. These outlined the various laws 
that the barons wanted the King to enforce. Some of 

these included: 
-The English church would be free to select its own 

bishops without the meddling of the King. 
-No new or raised taxes could be levied without the 

barons’ agreement.  
-There were limitations on feudal payments and 

people became protected from illegal imprisonment. 
-Every man had the right to a free and fair trial if 

accused of a crime. 
-A council of 25 barons would ensure that King John 

followed the clauses. 

Key Vocabulary 
 

King John 
 

Magna Carta 
 

Barons 
 

Clauses 
 

Latin 
 

Agreement 
 

Civil War 
 

Taxes 
 

Trial 
 

Knights 
 

Crusades 
 

Charter 
 

Legacy 

 

What 
happened 
after the 

Magna Carta 
was signed? 

 -It appears that King John had no intention of 
following the agreement. Not long after signing it, 
John attempted to have it annulled. This caused 

another rebellion by the barons. The French invaded 
with support from Scotland and the barons. In 

October 1216, retreating from the French, John lost all 
his supplies and treasure trying to cross the Wash, a 

bay and estuary between East Anglia and 
Lincolnshire. He died shortly afterwards. 

   

Times in King John’s Life 
 

Early Life 
 

-John was born on 24th December, 1167, in Oxford, 
England. He was the youngest son of King Henry II 

and Eleanor of Aquitaine. John became King Henry’s favourite 
son, when his elder sons (Henry, Richard and Geoffrey) all 
revolted against him. He was given lands in Ireland. When 
Henry II died in 1189 John’s brother Richard became king.   

Rise to the Throne  
 

- In 1193, when Richard was away 
fighting the Crusades, John 

attempted to steal the throne. He 
failed, and was sent away by Richard. Two years 

later, they reconciled and John was named as 
heir. He became King when Richard died in 1199. 

 

What has been 
the lasting 

impact of the 
Magna Carta? 

 -Although John did not follow the Magna Carta, it 
was reinstated by his son Henry III. The ideas put forth 

in the Magna Carta became lasting principles of 
liberty to the English (4 of the principles still exist in 

law today). They also formed the basis of laws 
around the world, including the US Constitution, 

which was signed around 570 years later! 
 

     
Events Leading up to the Magna Carta 

 
-From 1202, John became involved with costly wars against the French. One of the main 

reasons was his marriage to Isabella of Angoulême, who had divorced Hugh IX of 
Lusignan, which made the French extremely angry.  

-Despite initial successes, Henry lost large amounts of land in France and his empire collapsed.  
-He spent much of the next decade attempting to regain these lands, which proved extremely costly. He placed 
heavy taxes on the barons of England. He also quarrelled with Pope Innocent III about the appointment of the 

new Archbishop of Canterbury, and was excommunicated. His subjects were extremely unhappy with this. 
- By 1215, the barons of northern England were sick of John's high taxes, and marched on (and took) London. 

 

Top 10 Facts! 

1. ‘Magna Carta’ means ‘Great Charter’ in Latin. 
 

2. It is thought that King John had an extremely 
bad temper and could be cruel to his subjects. 
 

3. The Barons who rebelled against King John 
were led by Baron Robert Fitzwalter. 

 
4. Runnymede was chosen as the site to sign the 

charter because it was neutral and it was just 
west of London. 
 

5. There were 63 clauses in the Magna Carta. 
King John had to agree to all of them. 

6. The 25 barons that the Magna Carta formed to 
watch over the King eventually became the 
Parliament of England. 

 
7. 13 copies of the original Magna Carta were 

written on vellum (animal skin). 
 

8. In 2007, one was sold for over £10 million! 
 

9. The Magna Carta influenced the US 
Constitution of May 1787. 
 

10. King John is often remembered as a bad king.  
He is portrayed as the villain in Robin Hood. 

The Magna Carta 
 

-John agreed to negotiate with the Barons, and 
met with them on 15th June, 1215, at Runnymede. 

-It was here that he was forced to sign the Magna 
Carta (meaning ‘Great Charter’), which limited his power as 

King and increased the influence of barons. In return, the 
barons agreed to stand down and return London to the King.  

Later Years 
 

-John seemed to have little intention 
of sticking to the terms of the Magna 
Carta, and soon began to break its conditions. 
The continued disputes led to a civil war. John 

died in October 1216, with the civil war still 
raging. His son Henry became King Henry III. 

 

 
 

 

 

Magna Carta Timeline 

1204: King John loses 
many French lands in 

war with Philip II 

1214: John launches military 
campaign against France – 

issues heavy taxes to pay for it. 

1209: John excommunicated 
by the Pope for disagreeing 

over new archbishop. 

24th December 
1167: King John 

is born. 

1189-99: John’s brother, 
Richard the Lionhearted, 

racks up debts fighting wars. 

1199: Richard 
dies. John 

becomes King. 

1215: Angry 
barons begin 

Civil War. 

 

Late 1215: John 
breaks clauses and 
reignites Civil War. 

October 1216: John 
dies. Henry III reissues 

Magna Carta. 

15th June 1215: John 
forced to sign 
Magna Carta. 



    

 

 

Overview and Map  Signs and Symptoms 

What was the Black Death? 
The Black Death, also known as the Great Plague, or the Black 
Plague, was one of the most deadly pandemics in history. 
 
It is predicted that around 75 to 200 million people died in Eurasia, 
which was somewhere between 30-60% of the population at the 
time. Those from all walks of life (peasants to royalty) were affected. 
 
The plague had a monumental impact upon the course of 
European history, creating a wave of social, political, and economic 
upheavals. It took around 200 years for the population of Europe to 
recover to the levels reached prior to the pandemic. 

  

Bubonic Plague 
Days 1-2 

 The first sign of bubonic plague was often the growth of 
painful swellings in the armpits and groins, called buboes. 

These were normally the size of an egg, but could 
occasionally be as large as an apple. Next, the victim 

would develop a fever and begin vomiting.  

From the first 
signs of 

infection, 
bubonic plague 
ordinarily killed 
its victims within 

about 5 days. 

In untreated 
victims, 

bubonic plague 
kills about 

50%-80% of 
victims (and 
there was no 

effective 
treatment at 

the time). 

Bubonic Plague 
Days 3, 4, and 5 

 Bleeding underneath the skin caused the victim to come 
out in dark blotches all over their body. As the disease 

began to effect the nervous system, the victim would be 
in agonising pain, and would often spasm involuntarily. 
Occasionally, the buboes would burst and release a foul-
smelling liquid. Often, the victim died a painful death.  

How did the Black Death spread?  
Throughout most of history, the plague has been believed to have 
been spread by fleas living on rats, who were driven from grassland 
towards more populated areas in Asia due to climate change.  
 
However, more recent studies have suggested that the Black Death 
was actually spread by humans - their fleas and their lice! 
 
In any case, the plague began in central and western Asia in 1346. 
There appear to have been several introductions to Europe in early 
1347, most notably in Turkey, Italy, and Crimea.  

 

Pneumonic 
Plague 

 Pneumonic plague was far more deadly than its bubonic 
partner. This form of the plague attacked the lungs, 
causing the victim to be in continual chest pain and 

cough uncontrollably. Each time they coughed up blood, 
bacteria would be spread across the air. 

Pneumonic 
plague often 

killed its victims 
in only 2 days.  

In untreated 
victims, 

pneumonic 
plague kills 

90% of victims. 

Septicemic 
Plague 

 

 This third form of the plague was far rarer than the other 
two forms, but was universally deadly. It often followed 
on from one of the other two forms. It involved extreme 

pain, nausea, and diarrhea. This type of plague poisoned 
the blood, causing the body to turn black.  

Septicemic 
plague almost 

always kills 
within 24 hours! 

In untreated 
victims, 

septicemic 
plague kills 

100% of victims. 

        

First-Hand Accounts 
 Major Events and Key Information 

Giovanni Boccaccio – Boccaccio was an Italian 
writer, poet and Renaissance humanist. Below, he details 

the effects of plague on the human body: 
  
In men and women alike it first betrayed itself by the 
emergence of certain tumours in the groin or armpits, 
some of which grew as large as a common apple, others as an egg ... 
From the two said parts of the body this deadly gavocciolo soon 
began to propagate and spread itself in all directions indifferently; 
after which the form of the malady began to change, black spots 
making their appearance in many cases on the arm or the thigh or 
elsewhere, now few and large, now minute and numerous. (1353) 

Geoffrey Le Baker – An English chronicler, also known 
as Walter of Swinbroke. He was probably a secular clerk 

in Swinbroke. In the passage below, he describes the 
spread of the plague in England: 

 
The seventh year after it began, it came to England and first began 
in the towns and ports joining on the seacoasts, in Dorsetshire, where, 
as in other counties, it made the country quite void of inhabitants so 
that there were almost none left alive.... 
 But at length it came to Gloucester, yea even to Oxford and to 
London, and finally it spread over all England and so wasted the 
people that scarce the tenth person of any sort was left alive. (1353) 

 

Asian origins 

 Reports of plague-like epidemics are in evidence even 
from as early as the 1320s. By 1330s, the black death had 

reached central Asia, killing millions. It took until 1346 
until the plague surfaced in the Black Sea area. 

Approximately 
1320s-1346 

No one knows 
if the Chinese 
plague was 

separate, or the 
start of the 

Black Plague. 

Spread across 
Europe 

 The plague rapidly spread across Europe, creating fear 
and destruction in its wake. For example, in Florence, 
60% of the population died in just a few months. The 

plague spread most quickly along trade routes. 

1346-1353 

Ports and large 
cities became 

cesspits of 
plague. 

 
Plague Arrives 

in Britain 

 Bristol was a busy continental port, and thus was the first 
major town to be affected. Bristol had been the second 

largest city in the country, with 10,000 people packed in, 
so the disease spread quickly across the south-west. 

Summer 1348 

Unsanitary 
conditions in 

Bristol caused 
the disease to 

spread quicker. 
Jean De Venette – De Venette was a French friar 

who was Provincial Superior of France from 1341 to 1366. 
He was a prolific chronicler, who in this passage reveals 
the speed and extent of the spread of plague in France: 

  
At Paris and in the kingdom of France… so great a mortality of 
people of both sexes, of the young rather than of the old, that it was 
scarcely possible to bury them. They were only ill for two or three 
days and died suddenly, their bodies almost sound; and he, who one 
day was in good health, was dead and buried on the morrow. They 
had swellings under the arm-pits and in the groin, and the 
appearance of these swellings was an infallible sign of death…During 
these two years there was such a number of victims as had never 
been heard of, or seen, or read of in past times. And in many towns, 
great and small, the priests were terrified and fled; but some others, 
considerably braver, administered the sacraments. Soon in many 
places out of every twenty inhabitants there were only two alive. 
The mortality was so great at the Hôtel-Dieu in Paris that for a long 
time more than five hundred dead were carried daily on wagons to 
be buried at the cemetery of St. Innocent of Paris. (1348) 

Cathedral Priory of Rochester – A history of 
the church was kept between 1315 and 1350, most likely 

by a notary named William de Gene. This passage 
shows the impact of the plague on societal structure: 

 
A great mortality ... destroyed more than a third of the 
men, women and children. As a result, there was such a shortage of 
servants, craftsmen, and workmen, and of agricultural workers and 
labourers, that a great many lords and people, although well-
endowed with goods and possessions, were yet without service and 
attendance… 
…Such a shortage of workers ensued that the humble turned up 
their noses at employment, and could scarcely be persuaded to 
serve unless for triple wages. Instead, because of the doles handed 
out at funerals, those who once had to work now began to have 
time for idleness, thieving and other outrages, and thus the poor and 
servile have been enriched and the rich impoverished. As a result, 
churchmen, knights and other worthies have been forced to thresh 
their corn, plough the land and perform every other unskilled task if 
they are to make their own bread. (c.1349) 

 

Rapid Spread in 
Britain 

 Squalid conditions enabled the plague to thrive. For 
example, people emptied their chamberpots into the 

streets, gained water from rivers, and animals such as pigs 
roamed the streets in search of food. 

1348-1349 

It is thought 
that the plague 

affected the 
young and 

virile the most! 

Plague Reaches 
London 

 London, the most populated and most crowded city, 
provided an unparalleled hotbed for death. The new 
burial ground at Spitalfields housed 200 bodies every 

day. A vicious cycle ensued – unsanitary streets spread the 
disease, which in turn was killing the street cleaners! 

Spring 1348 

The King 
himself got 

involved with 
trying to stop 
the spread. 

 Plague Spreads 
to Scotland, 
Wales and 

Ireland 

 The Scots were quick to capitalise on the distress – 
attacking England in 1849. However, they caught the 

disease and spread it across Scotland upon their return. 
The plague also reached Wales and Ireland at this time. 

William III and 
Mary II were 

joint monarchs 

Within days of 
the attack, 
5,000 Scots 

struck by the 
disease. 

 

 
Plague begins 

to wane 

 A number of different theories were provided for why the 
Black Death began to die out, but none is definitive. 

There was certainly no treatment in place by this point. 
However, by 1954, few new cases were recorded. 

1953-1954 

The plague 
returned 

several times 
over the next 

centuries. 

  

Black Death Timeline 

1320-1346 – The 
plague is spread 

across Asia. 

1354 – The plague dies out, 
returning again many times 
over the coming centuries. 

Sep 1348 – Plague 
kills daughter of 

Edward III. 

August 1348 – The 
plague spreads to 

the UK. 

1350 – The plague 
reaches Scotland and 
northern Germany. 

Feb 1349 –200 
people in London 
are dying per day. 

Summer 1349 – 
Plague reaches 
Scandinavia. 

May 1347 – The plague 
reaches Constantinople, 

Turkey. 

October 1347 – 
Plague spreads 

to Sicily. 

March 1348 – By now 
the plague has 

reached France. 

April 1348 – Plague 
reaches Spanish port 

of Coruna. 



    

 

 

 

Overview and Map  Causes of the Uprising 

What was The Peasants’ Revolt? 
The Peasants’ Revolt, also known as Wat Tyler’s Rebellion or The 
Great Uprising, was a major uprising that took place across large 
parts of Britain in 1381.  
 
Large volumes of poorer citizens in society (mainly from rural 
backgrounds) began refusing to pay taxes, aggressively confronting 
tax collectors, burning government buildings, and opening jails.  
 
Unrest centred around London, but extended as far north as York 
and Scarborough, and as far West as Somerset. It prompted military 
action by the end of June, when at least 1,500 rebels were executed. 

  

The Black Death 

 The Black Death was an epidemic that wiped out 
between 30 and 60% of the population of the country, 

meaning that there was a shortage of workers and wages 
went up. People who had previously worked for very 
little began to charge lots of money for their services.  

In the UK, the 
Black Death 

was prevalent 
between 1348 

and 1350. 

Local Lords 
worked to try 
and limit the 
wages that 

peasants could 
earn. 

Statute of 
Labourers 

 In response to the demands for higher wages, the 
government passed the Statute of Labourers, which set a 
maximum wage. It also dictated that those who refused 

to work for the stated wage would be punished with 
prison. This meant that despite the demand for workers, 

the rich stayed rich and the poor remained poor. 

The Statute of 
Labourers was 
passed in 1351. 

The Stature of 
Labourers was 

poorly 
enforced, and 
wages in some 
areas still rose. 

Why were the causes and effects of the Peasants’ Revolt? 
Amongst the reasons why the revolt started were social, political, 
and economic tensions resulting from the Black Death, including 
laws being imposed to prevent working classes from demanding 
high wages. Furthermore, tensions arose from the high taxes being 
raised for the unpopular Hundred Years’ War with France. 
 
The lasting effect of the uprising has been debated by historians for 
many years. Some argue that as grants offered to the rebels were 
rescinded, and the rebellion was violently quelled, there was little 
lasting social impact. However, the following governments ceased 
the practice of levying taxes to support the war in France. 

 

Hundred Years’ 
War 

 The Hundred Years’ War was a series of conflicts between 
the Kingdom of England and the French House of Valois, 
over the right to rule over France. As its name suggests, it 
was a long war, which cost a huge amount and claimed 
many lives. It had become very unpopular in England. 

The Hundred 
Years’ War 

lasted from 1337 
to 1453.  

Despite the 
huge financial 
and human 

cost, England 
lost the war. 

Poll Tax 
 

 In 1377, the Hundred Years’ War was going badly for 
England. In order to try and turn the war in their favour, 

and meet the soaring costs, the English government levied 
the first Poll Tax. The poor were angry that the Poll Tax 
was the same amount regardless of age or occupation. 

Over the next four years, 3 Poll Taxes were levied. 

1377 to 1381 

After the 
Peasants 

Revolt, no more 
Poll Taxes were 
levied against 

citizens. 

        

Key People 
 Major Events and Key Information 

Wat Tyler - Wat Tyler was the leader of the Peasants’ 
Revolt, who marched a group of rebels from Canterbury 
(Kent) into London. As multiple groups converged at 
London, Tyler emerged as their leader. He led the attack 
of civil targets, government buildings and legal records, 
but it is thought that he possibly lost control of some of the rioters, 
whose actions were even more violent. Refusing Richard II’s initial 
concessions (granted in an initial meeting on 13th June), Tyler met 
with him and government officials again at Smithfields on 15th June, 
where his ‘rude and disgusting’ manner caused tensions to rise, and 
he was killed by William Walworth, the Lord Mayor. 

King Richard II – King Richard ascended to the 
throne when he was only 10 years old, and thus the 
country was run by a series of councils, with Richard’s 
uncle John of Gaunt also highly influential. Some of the 
policies enacted by these protectors (and of former kings) led to the 
Peasants’ Revolt when Richard was only 14. Despite his young age, 
Richard showed great courage in personally meeting with the 
rioters. After their leader, Wat Tyler, was killed by William 
Walworth, Richard led the peasants from London, promising them 
reforms, successfully collapsing the uprising. His advisors later 
revoked these promises, however, hanging the revolt leaders. 

 
Revolt begins in 

Fobbing and 
Brentwood 

 Commissioner Thomas Bampton entered the village of 
Fobbing in Essex, in order to get the taxes that villagers 

had refused to pay. Displeased by his brutal methods, the 
villagers began to revolt. Bampton was lucky to escape 

with his life, but some of his clerks were killed. 

30th May 1381 

The villagers 
arrived with old 
bows and sticks, 

ready for 
revolt! 

March to 
London 

 Soon most of the south-east was in revolt, and led by Wat 
Tyler (Kent) and Jack Straw (Essex) and other important 
men from the villages (e.g. reeves, priests) they marched 

on London. They sent letters inviting others to join. 

7-12th June 1831 

A sympathiser 
from within 

London opened 
the gates! 

 
Rampage in 

London 

 When the peasants entered London, they caused 
significant damage, targeting in particular prisons, 

priories, and John of Gaunt’s Savoy Palace residence. They 
also killed several government officials.  

12t-14th June 1831  

The King 
initially took 
refuge in the 

Tower of 
London. 

John Ball – John Ball was a radical priest who took a 
leading role in whipping up support for the revolt. Much 
of what is known about Ball comes from hostile sources of 
the established church order (to which he had few ties) 
who lamented his views and practices. He was dedicated to social 
equality, which led to him delivering sermons on the matter in a 
range of rural towns across the country. He also preached in English, 
rather than Latin, which upset the status quo. His views landed him 
in prison several times, including just before the uprising. He was 
released in time to preach at Blackheath. After the peasants were 
dispersed, he was taken prisoner at Coventry, and was hung, drawn 
and quartered in the presence of Richard II shortly afterward. 

Sir William Walworth – Sir William Walworth was 
twice the Mayor of London, between 1374-75 and 1380-
81. His most famous exploit was his encounter with Wat 
Tyler during the Peasants’ Revolt, in his second term as 
Lord Mayor. Firstly, he defended London Bridge against 
the insurgents, preventing further destruction. He was then 
alongside King Richard II when he met with Wat Tyler and other 
revolt leaders at Smithfields. As tensions grew in the meeting, and 
Wat Tyler exhibited discourteous and aggressive behaviour, 
Walworth killed him. His later achievements include raising the 
King’s bodyguard, and twice restoring peace to wide disturbances in 
Kent. For his service to King and country, Walworth was knighted. 

 

Rural revolt 
 Revolts simultaneously occurred across the rest of the 

country, particularly in the cities of the north – York and 
Scarborough were the scenes of noteable riots. In the 
Somerset Town of Bridgewater, nobles were killed. 

30th May – 26th 
June 1831 

Some 
opportunists 

used the revolts 
to steal! 

Wat Tyler is 
killed 

 King Richard II met with Wat Tyler, who had refused 
earlier deals. The meeting started well, but as Tyler grew 
more aggravated and rude to the King, the Lord Mayor 
William Walworth stepped in and killed him. The King 

then promised to the remaining rioters to abolish serfdom. 

15th June 1831 

The revolt 
almost 

immediately 
collapsed with 
the death of 
Wat Tyler. 

Thomas Baker – Thomas Baker was an English 
landowner, and was one of the leaders who initiated the 
Peasant’s Revolt. It was he who initiated the incident in 
Fobbing, where Thomas Bampton attempted to collect 
Poll Tax from the villagers. The villagers, led by Baker, 
would not give him anything, forcing him to leave empty-handed. 
When the Chief of Justice was sent to investigate this and an incident 
at Brentwood, he was attacked, launching the revolt. For his part in 
the uprising, Baker was drawn and hanged on 4th July 1831. 

John of Gaunt – John of Gaunt was Richard II’s 
uncle, and yielded considerable power in decision-
making regarding the country’s affairs. He was 
unpopular, and introduced the Poll Tax as a means to 
pay for the war against France. This was the same 
amount for all adults, regardless of their age or occupation. In March 
1381, the government (led by Gaunt) demanded a third Poll Tax in 
four years, sparking the events that led to the revolt. Throughout 
the unrest, Gaunt’s home in London was burnt down by protesters.  

 
Leaders are 

executed 

 The promises of the King and other leaders were not kept. 
Serfdom was not abolished, and the leaders of the unrest 
were tracked down and executed. The last resistance was 

muted at the Battle of North Walsham on 26th June. 

15th – 26th June 
1831 

Henry Le 
Despenser led 

the armed 
troops. 

 

 

Aftermath 

 Despite being eventually quashed, the revolt appears to 
have frightened the rich into not pushing the poor too far 

– no Poll Tax was collected again until 1990. Over the 
next fifty years, peasants slowly worked for more money, 

and gained more freedoms from Lords. 

After 26th June 
1381 

Some believe 
the events 

made Richard 
over-confident, 
leading to his 

downfall. 

  

Peasants’ Revolt Timeline 

1348-1350 – Black Death kills 
huge numbers of farm 

labourers, driving up wages. 

12th-14th June – Peasants storm 
London, killing senior figures 
and setting buildings on fire. 

30th May 1381 – Tax Collector 
dismissed in Fobbing. 

Argument turns into riot. 

1377 – Aged 10, Richard II 
becomes King. Government 

introduces poll tax. 

7th-12th June 1381 – Peasants 
march from Kent, Essex and 

Suffolk to London. 

30th May 1381 – 
Other villages 
copy Fobbing. 

1351 – Statute of 
Labourers imposes 

wage limits. 

1369 – Events worsen 
in the unpopular 
war with France. 

15th June 1381 – 
Richard meets 

rebels at Smithfields. 

25th-26th June 1381 – 
Battle of North 

Walsham 



    

 

 

Overview  Answers to Important Questions and Key Vocabulary 

The Crusades (approx 1095-1271) were a series of wars 
that took place during the Middle Ages. 

 
Christians of Europe tried to retake control of Jerusalem 

and the Holy Lands of the Middle East from Muslims. 
 

Jerusalsem was an important site for many religions 
during the Middle Ages, including Christians, Jews and 

Muslims. The initial Crusades began when Seljuk Turks 
began to refuse Christian pilgrims access to Jerusalem. 

 
Historians disagree about exactly what should be 
included in the Crusades. However, they are often 

considered as the First to Fourth Crusades (1096-1204), 
The Children’s Crusade (1212), the Fifth to Seventh 
Crusades (1217-1250) and the Final Crusade (1396). 

  

Why did the 
Crusades 
happen? 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

-Jerusalem and the Holy Lands were vital sites for 
Christians, Jews and Muslims: 

-For Christians, Jerusalem was the place where Jesus 
Christ died and was buried. Christian pilgrims visited. 
-For Muslims, the prophet Muhammad is believed to 

have ascended to heaven from there. 
-Arab Muslims had conquered the Holy Lands in 638. 

-Christian pilgrims had still been free to visit, until 
around 1077, when Muslim Seljuk Turks took control 

of the Holy Land. 
-In 1095, Pope Urban II promised knights of Europe 
forgiveness of their sins if they went on a Crusade to 
win back Jerusalem for Christianity. Many sewed red 

crosses to their tunics (‘taking the cross.’) 

Key Vocabulary 
 

Crusades 
 

Christianity 
 

Islam 
 

Judaism 
 

Jerusalem 
 

Holy Lands 
 

Middle East 
 

Massacre 
 

Pope 
 

Catholicism 
 

Knights 
 

Capture 
 

Slavery 

 

How did the 
Crusades 

change the 
western world? 

 -The Crusades ultimately failed to win the Holy 
Lands for Christianity, however they helped to shape 

the western world significantly. 
-The Crusaders learnt from Muslim scholars in terms 
of maths, science, medicine. They adopted the place 
value number system, replacing Roman numerals. 
-Crusaders also learnt more about warfare, how to 

build better castles and gunpowder. They also learnt 
about agriculture and increased trade links. 

   

Major Events 
 

First Crusade (1096-1099) 
 

-The First Crusade was perhaps the most successful 
for the Christians. Christians from France, Germany 

and Italy set out to the Holy Land, led by nobles and knights. 
Around 10,000 people gathered at Constantinople, before 

taking control of Edessa and Antioch. Jews were also killed by 
Crusaders, who built a kingdom around Jerusalem. 

Second Crusade (1145-1149) 
 

- In 1146, the city of Edessa had been 
conquered by the Turks. 

-The entire Christian population of Edessa was 
either killed or sold into slavery. 

-King Louis VII of France then invaded the Holy 
Land, but they were defeated at Damascus. 

 

What was the 
legacy of the 

Crusades? 
 

-Military and religious orders were founded as a 
result of the Crusades, including the Knight’s Templar. 

-The Crusades were expensive, and led to higher 
taxes in many of the Christian nations at home. These 

were unpopular, and some led to revolts. 
-Additionally, many men had left home for months 

and years, leading to changes of power at home. 
 

     
Third Crusade (1189-1192) 

 
-In 1187 Saladin, the sultan of Egypt, recaptured the 

city of Jerusalem from the Christians. 
-A third crusade was then launched by Emperor Barbarossa 

(Germany) Augustus (France) and Richard the Lionheart 
(England). Despite fighting for several years, they could not 

conquer Jerusalem. However they did win the right for pilgrims 
to visit the Holy City once again. 

Fourth Crusade and Children’s 
Crusade (1202-1204 & 1212) 

 
-The Fourth Crusade was launched by Pope 
Innocent III. The Crusaders were sidetracked, 

however, and attacked Constantinople instead.  
-In the Children’s Crusade, thousands of young 
people gathered to march to the Holy Land. 

However, they were captured and sold as slaves. 

 

Top 10 Facts! 

1. ‘Deus vult!’ meaning ‘God wills it!’ was a cry 
from Crusaders. 
 

2. Crusaders attached red crosses to their clothing, 
armour, flags and banners. 
 

3. The Crusades are one of the few examples from 
the time of women participating in battles. 

 
4. Most of the European armies that fought were 

formed by the Holy Roman Empire. 
 

5. The First Crusade involved around 30,000 
soldiers in total.  

6. The earlier crusades, taking place between 
1096 and 1250, were the largest in scale. 

 
7. The Children’s Crusade was led by a French 

child named Stephen of Cloyes and a German 
child named Nicholas. 

 
8. The Templars and the Teutonic Knights were 

Holy Knights formed between the 2nd and 3rd 
crusades, in an effort to defend Christendom. 

 
9. Crusaders believed that their deeds would send 

them to heaven. 
 

10. ‘Crusade’ is formed from the word ‘Cross.’ 

Fifth, Sixth and Seventh Crusades (1217-1250) 
 

-Over the next few years, several European 
leaders attempted Crusades to win back the Holy 
Lands. However, none were successful. 

-The Crusades were becoming increasingly burdensome to the 
European nations, as they included huge costs, which was 

leading to unpopular high taxes at home.  

Final Crusade (1396) 
 

-The Battle of Nicopolis is often 
considered as the Final Crusade. 

-It took place on 25th September 1396, and 
resulted in the massacre of thousands of French 
and Hungarian troops. After this event, there 

were no large-scale European Crusade attempts. 

 

 
 

 

The Crusades Timeline 

1202-1204: Fourth Crusade. Pope tries 
to unite Christians. It became diverted. 

Christians fought Christians. 

1189-1192: Third Crusade. 
Crusaders include Richard I. Acre 
is captured, but Jerusalem is not. 

1096-1099: The First Crusade. Army of 
peasants are massacred by the Turks. An army 
of knights follow, and who capture Jerusalem. 

1145-1149: The Second Crusade. King 
Louis VII of France invades the Holy 
Land, but is defeated at Damascus. 

1217-1250 5th, 6th, 
and 7th 

Crusades all fail. 

1396: Final Crusade: Battle 
of Nicopolis. French/ 

Hungarians massacred. 

1212: Children’s Crusade. 
Army of young captured 

and sold as slaves. 


