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Year 8 Curriculum: Drama
Rationale Students will study drama as a discrete art form, as well as a tool for issue-based exploration. Practical work will introduce students to a broader and more sophisticated use of 

techniques and characters, as well as developing acting skills to encourage empathy for and understanding of real life events. Students will gain more confidence as directors 
as well as actors and creators and they will use a range of stimuli from images to text to video recordings and soundtracks. 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Knowledge Key Skills - Intro to 
Melodrama 

Student will be familiar 
with this style of acting 
from cartoons - but this 
unit takes them through 
the origins, conventions 
and stock characters to 
create their own 
improvised sketches.

History of Theatre - 
Commedia Dell’Arte 

The most popular 
theatrical style for over 2 
centuries, this Italian 
format is the basis for 
much of theatre today. 
During this unit, students 
will also get the chance 
to encounter working 
with masks.

Plays - Missing Dan 
Nolan by M Wheeller 

We return to the works of 
this playwright, but with a 
much more serious tone. 
This more mature script 
enables students to show 
sensitivity using a real-
life story with a powerful 
message.

Practitioner - Bertolt 
Brecht 

This unit is a different 
approach to what 
students will be used to. 
The plays we have 
studied previously have 
been a gentle guide 
towards Brecht’s theories 
of how to ensure an 
audience is focused.

Plays - Teechers by 
John Godber 

This first look at Teechers 
is an exploration of 
character and multi-roling 
using the techniques 
learnt of Brecht’s theories 
on audience interaction 
and direct address.

Plays - Page to Stage 

During this half term, 
students use their deeper 
understanding of 
appropriate performance 
techniques to fully 
rehearse, stage and 
perform and extract from 
the play in groups.

Skills Exaggerated action 
Status 
Proxemics 
Mime

Characterisation 
Physicality 
Status 
Lazzi

Verbatim Theatre 
Cold Reading 
Inference 
Interpretation

Verfremdungseffekt 
Direct Address 
Multi-Role 
Abstract

Characterisation through 
physicality 
Multi-Role 
Improvisation

Line-Learning 
Directing 
Staging 
Blocking

Assessment Skills Audit 
Knowledge Test

Assessed Devised 
Performance

Assessed Devised 
Performance

Knowledge Test Assessed Improvised 
Performance

Assessed Scripted 
Performance


