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Rationale 

The Year 8 French Curriculum has been planned with the following aims in mind:  
-To cover three topics that appear on the GCSE specification; free time, healthy living and holidays  
- To introduce students to two new time frames; the past and future tense (the same trajectory of the GCSE course)  
- To recycle key language introduced in year 7 such as common verbs, opinions, adjectives and connectives (a broad breadth 
of topic knowledge while the foundations and key structures of the language are repeatedly recycled).  
- To teach students question words and transactional language that will useful for two reasons; 1. If students travel to France 
and 2. in the GCSE role play task in the speaking exam 
- To develop students’ reading, listening, writing, translation and speaking skills  
- To engage with authentic material such as book extracts, poetry, films, music and magazine articles in order to instil a love of 
languages and curiosity of other cultures  
- To incorporate cross-curricular links such as PSHE (healthy living) and history (France’s colonial history and the Normandy 
landings) 

 
 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Knowledge 
 
 

Ma vie sociale :   
Describing yourself 
Opinions on social 
media 
Where you go at the 
weekend 

Ma vie sociale :  
Inviting someone 
out 
Last weekend 

La santé :  
Body parts  
Injuries 
Sport  

La santé :  
Food  
What you usually 
eat (present) 
New year’s 
resolutions (future) 

Les vacances :  
Countries  
Transport  
Question words  
What’s in your 
suitcase 

Les vacances :  
Future holiday 
Last holiday  
A disaster holiday 
Film study – les 
grandes grandes 



Inviting someone out 
Last weekend  

vacances  

Skills and grammar 
 
 

Receptive skills  
(reading/listening) 
Active skills 
(speaking/writing) 
Adjective endings 
J’ai/je suis  
Negatives  
Opinions/reasons  
Je vais + au/à la/aux 
 

Receptive skills 
Active skills 
Tu veux + aller 
Past tense  
Transactional 
language  

Receptive skills 
Active skills 
J’ai mal au/à la/aux 
Opinions  
Je joue/je fais  
Preposition rules 

Receptive skills 
Active skills 
Partitive article- 
du/de la/des 
Present tense 
Near future tense 

Receptive skills 
Active skills 
Noun genders  
Je vais au/à la/aux 
Il y a/il n’y a pas de 

Receptive skills 
Active skills 
Je vais + aller (future 
tense) 
Je voudrais + aller 
(conditional tense) 
Past tense 
Engaging with 
authentic material  

Assessment 
 
 

An end of unit 
formative writing 
assessment  

End of term 
summative 
listening 
assessment 

A formative 
speaking 
assessment  

End of term 
summative reading 
assessment 

A formative piece 
of writing marked in 
class   

End of module writing 
assessment where 
students are expected 
to use 3 tenses 
(GCSE)  

Characteristics 
 
 

Confidence 
Resilience  
Respect of others 

Confidence  
Resilience  
Respect of others 

Healthy habits 
Confidence  
Resilience  
Respect of others 

Healthy living  
Self reflection 
Confidence  
Resilience  
Respect of others 
 

A desire to travel 
Confidence 
Resilience  
Respect of others 

A desire to travel 
Confidence  
Resilience  
Respect of others  

 
 

 

 


