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Year 8 Curriculum: <Geography>

Rationale
In year 8, we build upon the skills and knowledge learnt in year 7. We study a broad range of human and physical geography and will build
upon case study knowledge. We will continue to interpret a range of sources to enhance our knowledge and students will also continue to
use data to create their own graphs and maps throughout the topics. Students will have an understanding of the world around them, and
explore some of the reasons our world is changing and consider what the future may hold for us all.

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Knowledge Knowledge Organiser
Population -
Consideration of the
scale of human life
across the globe and
the impacts this
brings.

Knowledge Organiser
Natural
Environments-
Looking at the world’s
beautiful natural
environments
focussing on glaciers
and rivers.

Knowledge Organiser
Natural
Environments-
Investigating how
humans are changing
natural environments
including climate
change. We will focus
on flooding and
oceans.

Development-
Looking at how
development is
measured, including
the human
development index,
and the development
gap. We will look at
aid and charity. We
will focus on Africa,
and then look
specifically at Kenya.

Crime- Looking at
what crime is, where
crime is more
prevalent and the
reasons behind this.
We will look at local
crime rates and then
also focus on major
global crimes
including drug trails
and piracy.

Ecosystems- Looking
at global climate and
how this affects
ecosystem location.
We will look at three
ecosystems in detail,
the desert, the
rainforest and the
savannah.

Skills Analysis of resources,
map interpretation,
evaluation of

Analysis of resources
including graphs,
figures, infographics,

Analysis of resources
including graphs,
figures, infographics

Analysis of resources
including graphs,
figures, infographics

Extracting
information from
maps and creating

Extracting
information from
maps and



information and
inferences about
countries and
geographical key
terms.

photographs.
Geographical
knowledge about
glacier/ river
processes and
landforms including
geographical key
terminology.

and photographs.
Understanding of
causes and effects of
climate change on
our natural
environments.
Understanding
management of
geographical issues
for the future. Case
study detail and
understanding on our
flooding case studies.

and maps.
Geographical
knowledge and
terminology. Causes
and effects of the
development gap,
and the management
of this. Case study
detail on Kenya.

maps using
resources.
Understanding of the
causes of global
crimes and how the
world is affected by
them. Our case
studies will include
Winslow, New York
and the crimes will
include drugs and
piracy.

interpreting and
creating graphs.
Specific geographical
knowledge on
deserts, rainforests
and the savannah.
Looking at the causes
and effects of
deforestation in the
Amazon rainforest,
and considering how
this will be managed
in the future.

Assessment Knowledge tests
(lesson 4 and 9)
Formative
Assessment- Global
Population (lesson 5
and 6)
Summative
assessment (end of
Autumn term)

Knowledge tests
(lessons 5 and 9)
Summative
assessment (end of
Autumn term)

Knowledge test
(Lesson 15)
Formative
assessment- Flooding
case study  (Lesson
11)
Formative
assessment- Evaluate
the impact of plastic
and pollution on our
oceans. (end of topic)
Summative
assessment (end of
Spring term)

Knowledge tests
(lesson 4 and lesson
12)
Formative
assessment- Types of
aid (lesson 8)
Summative
assessment (end of
Spring term)

Knowledge tests
Formative
assessment- Reducing
global crime
Summative
assessment (end of
summer term)

Knowledge tests
Formative
assessment-
Deforestation in the
Amazon
Summative
assessment (end of
summer term)


