
 

Key terms and definitions 

Philosophy Love of wisdom 

Theist Believes in a God 

Agnostic Someone who thinks it is impossible to know if God exists 

Atheist Holds the belief there is no God 

Design argument Logic shows God exists – the universe must have been 
designed 

Infinite regress When there is no first cause 

Science Knowledge 

Objective Coming from an external source 

Omnipotent All powerful, able to do anything 

Omnibenevolent All good, loves human beings so is able to do whatever is 
best for them 

Immortality Eternal life – living forever and never dying 

Direct (special) 
revelation 

Where people see or hear God 

Indirect (general) 
revelation 

Where people interpret what they see as having a 
connection to God 

Philosophy 
Ideas of Immortality 
Immortality – eternal life, living forever, never dying.  
 

Bodily 
Resurrection 

Rebirth Memories Legacy 

Muslims/Some 
Christians 

believe our 
bodies are 

brought to life 
for Judgement 

Day and we live 
forever in 

heaven or hell. 

Hindus, 
Buddhists and 
Sikhs believe in 
different ways 

that life 
continues in a 
physical form 
beyond death. 
However, it is 

possible to 
escape from this 

cycle of 
existence. 

Non-religious 
believe 
science 

cannot prove 
we will live 

again. 
Memories are 
what lives on. 

Non-religious 
people believe 
it is our actions 
in our life that 
live on as our 

legacy. 

Belief Belief Fact Fact 
 

Does God Exist? The argument from morality 
Morality – what is right and wrong. “If God does not exist, then 
objective moral values cannot exist. Objective moral values do exist. 
Therefore, God exists”. Some go further and say your 
conscience tells you what is right or wrong, God controls 
this. 
Emmanuel Kant (1724 – 1804) A German philosopher. He 
said the existence of morality doesn’t PROVE the existence 
of God BUT makes believing in God reasonable. Says acting morally 
right should result in a reward but often in our world acting bad 
brings more rewards, so the reason people are good must be to be 
rewarded by God in a later life after we die. 
Bible teaches God is good. Morals are universal and objective.  
BUT conscience could come from brain –different beliefs on big things 
like abortion. Evolution could have influenced shared morals. We 
don’t share the same morals. Bible has stories of God killing people. 
Atheists and agnostics understand difference between right + wrong.  

Does God Exist? The Design Argument 
Some believe the Universe cannot have happened by chance; The Earth is the 
perfect distance from the sun to allow life, perfect distance from 
the moon, perfect amount of gravity, has an asteroid belt to protect 
us and allow life etc. 
William Paley – the universe is like a pocket watch – too complex 

and must have been designed 
Sir Isaac Newton – we each have an individual fingerprint – this 
must have been designed. 
 
But it isn’t IMPOSSIBLE that it happened by chance. It also does 

not mean that GOD designed it (would God design a world where natural 
disasters can happen?) Evolution does show life can develop randomly without 
design or plan. If there was a designer – who designed the designer? 

Arguments against the existence of God 
Science studies the natural, physical universe using observation and 
experiment to establish FACTS. Whereas religion consists of BELIEFS. 

Science Religion 

Big Bang Theory – 14 billion 
years ago there was an 
explosion. The universe is 
still expanding which 
supports this idea. 

Genesis – first book of the 
Bible. Says God created 
everything.  Day 1-2; Light 
and Sky. Day 3; Dry land and 
plants. Day 4; sun, moon 
and stars. Day 5; Sea and 
flying creatures. Day 6; Land 
animals and human being 
Day 7 – he rested 

Darwin – theory of evolution 
– all living creatures today 
evolved from primitive life 
forms over million of years. 

 

Miracles 
A miracle is an event that seems to go against the laws of nature. It is 
something which seems impossible. Religious people believe God performs 
miracles. They believe a miracle is an example of God’s love, God’s power 
and proves God is active in the world. Examples of God’s power can be 
found in the Christianity Knowledge Organiser point 4.  
 
Characteristics 

 Miracles are always good events 

 Miracles are not normal occurrences - they seem to be impossible 

 Miracles are not things that people can ordinarily do, or what 
they should be able to do 

 Miracles go against the laws of nature. 

Does God Exist? The Argument from First Cause 
Some believe the God’s existence is proved due to the argument from first 

cause. All events were caused by something. The universe 
being created was an event, caused by something. God was 
the cause. 
Saint Thomas Aquinas wrote this in Summa Theologiae. 
Sometimes called the cosmological argument – i.e. 

understanding the cosmos/universe. 
Infinite regress – if you cannot find the source, something may have always 
existed? 
 
BUT, what caused God? Time did not exist before the Big Bang so nothing 
could have existed, even God. Infinite regress exists in maths – why not 
cosmology? The universe is complex – each could have its own first cause? First 
cause does not prove God exists, only that the Big Bang was caused, and was 
not random! 

 The Problem of Evil and Suffering 
Evil – intentions, actions and events that cause suffering 
Moral Evil – acts of cruelty done by humans 
Natural Evil – acts that cause suffering which are not related to 
humans 
Omniscient – God knows everything 
Omnipotent – God is all powerful and can do anything 
Omnibenevolent – God is all good and loves human beings 

Some, e.g. 
Epicurus, 
believe if 
God was 
omnipotent 
He would 
stop 
suffering. 

Moral evil is because God gave people free will. 
Humans have influenced evil e.g. global warming. 
Humans must suffer for wrongdoings. 
Evil is from Adam and Eve’s disobedience to God 
“The Fall”. People inherited the tendency to sin 
from Adam and Eve – original sin 
God has a plan 
God wants people to help those suffering 
Suffering prepares for heaven 

 

Revelation 
Revelation - This is the way God shows himself to humans. There are 
different forms of revelation. 
Direct (special) revelation - where people see or hear God 
Indirect (general) revelation - where people interpret what they see as 
having a connection to God (for example, being awestruck when seeing a 
beautiful sunset) 

Paul’s Conversion (Acts 9: 1-19) Saul’s job was to stop people following 
Jesus – some were put in prison, some killed. He was headed to Damascus in 
search of more Christians when a bright light flashed around him. Jesus said 
“Saul, why do you persecute me?”. He told him to go to the city. He stood up 
and was blind. He met Ananias who put his hands on him and he was filled 
with the holy spirit and something like scales fell from his eyes. He could see, 
was baptised and converted to Christianity and became Paul. 
Fred Ferrari – was a convict who had a revelation in prison then converted 
and became a reformed character. 

 



    

 

 

Overview  Answers to Important Questions and Key Vocabulary 

Buddhism is one of the world’s major religions. It is the 
world’s 4th largest religion, with about 520 million 

followers. 
 

Buddhists are the people who follow Buddhism. They 
follow the teachings of a man named Siddhartha 
Gautama, who became known as the Buddha. 

 
The religion began when Gautama, a prince who had 

lived a life of luxury, realised that there was suffering in 
the world, and committed himself to understanding why. 
 

This happened in India around 2,500 years ago. 
 

The holy book in Buddhism is called Tipitaka. Buddhist 
Temples are buildings designed for Buddhist worship.  

 
 
 
 

 

 

Where and 
how do 

Buddhists 
worship? Why? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Buddhists worship either in temples or at home, often 
sitting or kneeling facing a shrine of Buddha. 

They may listen to monks reciting religious texts, take 
part in chanting, or meditate. 

Buddhists hope to achieve Enlightenment. They 
believe that there is a cycle of birth, life, death and 

rebirth. If a person gains Enlightenment (like the 
Buddha) they can break out of this cycle, to a place 

of eternal peace that is known as ‘Nirvana.’ 

Key Vocabulary 
 

Buddha 
 

Buddhist 
 

Siddhartha 
Gautama 

 
Tipitaka 

 
Temple 

 
Wesak 

 
4 Noble Truths 

 
Eightfold Path 

 
Lotus Flower 

 
Theravada 

 
Mahayana 

 
Tibetan 

 

What is the 
Tipitaka? 

 The Tipitaka is believed to be Buddha’s teachings. It 
is written in an ancient Indian language known as 

Pali. It is a very large book that takes up about forty 
volumes when translated into English! The Tipitaka is 

made up of three sections of wisdom. 

Where do most 
Buddhists live 
in the world? 

 About 7% of the world’s population is Buddhists. 
China has the most Buddhists – about 250 million 

Buddhists live there. 
However, Cambodia has the highest proportion of 
Buddhists – about 97% of its population is Buddhists. 
There are also lots of Buddhists in Thailand, Sri 
Lanka, and Japan. 

Many Buddhists in the far east devote their lives to 
Buddhism, living in isolation in temples. 

   

Buddhist Beliefs 
 

Siddhartha Gautama’s Story 
 

Siddhartha was a rich prince of an area north of India. His mother and father treated him well, and 
protected him from the suffering in the world. 

 
As a young man, Siddhartha left the palace for the first time, and was upset by the things that he saw: old age, 

sickness and death. He decided to leave his comfortable life to see if he could find an answer to the suffering. 
After many years of trying, he sat under a tree (the Bodhi tree) by a full moon and started meditating. In doing 

this he became Enlightened – he saw the meaning in all things. He was then known as the Buddha. 

 

How many 
different types 

of Buddhists 
are there? 

 Buddha’s teachings spread far across the Asian 
continent. As it spread, different peoples formed their 

own approaches of Buddhism. 
The three main types are called Theravada, 

Mahayana and Tibetan Buddhists. 
Although they differ slightly, they all still keep the 

basic features of Buddhism. 
 

     

The Four Noble Truths 
 

The Buddhist teachings are known as Dharma. They include the Four Noble Truths and the 
Eightfold-Path. Buddhism’s Noble Truths are: 

1. Life always involves suffering (dukkha).  
2. Suffering happens because people are greedy and never satisfied with what they have. 

3. Greed and selfishness can be overcome.  
4. The way to overcome them is to follow the Eightfold Path.  

 

Top 10 Facts! 

1. Buddhists don’t believe in a God who made 
the world and everything in it. 
 

2. Siddhartha’s family was Hindu. 
 

3. The lotus flower is an important symbol in 
Buddhism. It is a symbol of enlightenment. 
 

4. The name ‘Buddha’ means ‘the enlightened 
one’ or ‘the one who knows.’  

 
5. Some Buddhists have shrines at home where 

they are able to worship. 

6. The teachings of Siddhartha Gautama were 
not written down until about 400 years after 
his death. 

 
7. Siddhartha Gautama died around age 80. 

 
8. ‘Puja’ is the name for worship in Buddhism. 

People often light candles as they worship. 
 

9. In images of Buddha, faces are always made to 
look calm and serene, to show that he has a 
peaceful mind. 
 

10. Wesak is an important festival in Buddhism. 

The Eightfold Path 
 

- Siddhartha created a way of life which ensured that his basic needs were covered, 
but didn’t require any extra comforts. Buddhists try to live following the Eightfold Path: 

 
1. Right viewpoint         2. Right values/ thought     

3. Right speech          4. Right actions     
 5. Right livelihood         6. Right effort    

  7. Right concentration            8. Right mindfulness 

 

 
 

KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER BUDDHISM 

Image of the Buddha, known in life as Siddhartha 
Gautama, whose teachings founded Buddhism. 



 

Key terms and definitions 

Absolutism The view that certain actions are good or bad 

Ethics The philosophical study of right and wrong 

Morality Ideas or principles about what is right or wrong 

Relativism The view that whether an action is good or bad 
depends on the situation 

Euthyphro A dilemma from the Philosopher Plato that 
questions the extent to which God can 
command things to be good 

Permissible Allowed, or allowable – in the sense of 
approving moral commandments 

Atheism The theory or belief that God does not exist 

Ethics y8 
Would you sacrifice a life to save 5?  
Philippa Foot – an English philosopher, created a thought experiment 
in 1967 called the Trolley Problem. 
She created it to see why people thought it was ok to kill someone to 
save others in some situations, but not all. 
She believes the experiment showed that the consequences of an 
action cannot be all that determines whether an action is right or 
wrong, therefore, ethical theories such as utilitarianism are flawed. 

Life without a Belief in God 
Militant Atheist – one who is militantly opposed to theism (a belief in God) 
State Atheism – when a government actively promotes atheism.  
 
The Soviet Union promoted state atheism, particularly between 1929-1939. Stalin was 
in charge and wanted to remove religion from the USSR as he 
wanted people to think of him as the god-type figure in their lives. 
In 1931 he ordered the destruction of the Church the Saviour. He 
sent many of his people to gulag camps and millions were 
executed, this was not just due to belief in a God however. 

 
 
 
What is Ethics? 
Many things affect our decisions e.g. friendships, religious beliefs, 
law, media, family. There are different values: 

- Justice – what is right in law 
- Family – our closes relatives and their opinions 
- Knowledge – knowing everything about a situation 
- Equality – making sure everyone is equal 

 
An absolutist would say that what is good or bad 
is true in all situations, whereas a relativist would 
take the view that whether an action is good or 

bad depends on the situation.   

Are Goodness and Pleasure the same thing? 
Utilitarianism – the theory that the best action in any situation is the one which creates 
the greatest amount of good for the greatest number. 
Hedonic Calculus – Jeremy Bentham’s way of calculating which actions are right and 
wrong 
Utility Principle – the rightness or wrongness of an action is determined by how useful 
it is. 

 

Sanctity of Life 
This is the idea that life is very special or sacred. It is often contrasted 
with quality of life which is the idea that what is important about life is 
the level of comfort, happiness and health it gives.  
 
Christians, Muslims and Jewish people – believe God created us 
uniquely as special individuals. We should protect life. God is the one 
who gave it and should take it away. Human life and dignity should be 
treated with respect. They may disagree with things like abortion and 
euthanasia. 
Buddhists, Hindu’s and Sikhs believe that all of creation are sacred. 
For Sikhs and Hindus every form of life contains the essence of God. 
Buddhists believe each lifeform has the potential to become 
enlightened. All forms of life should be treated with respect. 
Non-religious – life is seen as important and must be protected 
All religions – human life is the highest form of life.  
 

Sanctity of Life – Bible Quotes 
Human life is 
precious 

Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s 
temple and that God’s spirit lives in you? If 
anyone destroys God’s temple, God will 
destroy him; for God’s temple is sacred, and 
you are that temple. 1 Corinthians 3:16-17 

Life is God-
Given 

So God created man in his own image. Male 
and female he created them. Genesis 1:27 

All life deserves 
respect 

Are not 5 sparrows sold for 2 pennies? Yet not 
one of them is forgotten by God. The very 
hairs of your head are numbered – you are 
worth more than many sparrows. Luke 12 6-7 

Life should not 
be destroyed 

You shall not murder. Exodus 20:13 

God has a plan 
for every human 
life 

You created my inmost being; You knit me 
together in my mother’s womb…Your eyes 
saw my unformed body. All the days planned 
for me were written in your book before one 
of them came to be. Psalm 139: 13-16 

 

Do we NEED God? 
The Euthyphro Dilemma was written by Plato. It shows a discussion 
between Socrates and Euthyphro.  
 
Some people believe we need God to guide us on what is right and 
wrong. Others believe that we are influenced by things other than 
God, such as our upbringing, surroundings, other beliefs, the 
country we live in etc. This is why we do not all share the exact 
same beliefs on what is right and wrong – because we have all 
grown up in a different environment. 
 
Nietzche believes that God is an idea of the past, we do not need 
God to tell us what is good and bad, we can figure it out ourselves. 
Dostoyevsky believes that in order to be good people we must 
follow the rules religion gives us – we need to believe in God’s rules 
to be good people. 

 The Problem of Evil and Suffering 
Bentham’s theory can be hedonistic.  
Hedonism – the view that pleasure is the most ‘good’. Bentham produced the Hedonic 
Calculus to calculate pain and pleasure. 
Things to consider: 

Purity 
Will it just bring about 
happiness or will there 

be guilt? 

Remoteness 
How near is the 

happiness to you? 
(sooner the better) 

Richness 
Will it produce 

other 
happiness? 

Intensity 
How intense 

will the 
happiness be? 

Certainty 
How certain is it that 
happiness will result? 

Extent 
How widespread 

will the happiness 
be? 

Duration 
How long will 
the happiness 

last? 

 

Problems 
- It is subjective – everyone will think differently 
- It takes too long to apply 

- It is impossible to predict happiness 



Organ Donation 
Organ transplant – surgical removal of an organ to put into another 
to save or improve life 
Donor – the person who donates an organ to the recipient. 
 
1st transplant – a kidney in 1954.  (donated from a living donor) 
1st heart transplant 1967 (donated from a dead person). Hearts can 
only be used if removed within 4-6 hours of death.  
 
Definition of death – has been expanded to include brain death so 
people in certain types of coma can be declared dead – this 
increased the number of organs available for donation. 
 
Although 80% of people said they were happy to donate organs, 
only 37% were registered as donors. So in 2020 the law changed – 
everyone now automatically donates their organs unless they have 
opted out online. 

IVF 
When does human life begin? 
Some believe it is at conception, at 5/6 weeks when a heartbeat can be heard, at 24 
weeks when a baby can survive outside of the womb (and this is the cut off for 
abortion)… or at birth. 
IVF – in vitro fertilisation 
Louise Brown – 1st baby born to IVF in 1978.  
IVF was designed to help those who struggle/cannot concieve, more than 5million 
babies are born this way. It mimics the design of sexual reproduction. 
 
How? 
FSH is administered at higher than natural levels to cause overstimulation of ovaries to 
produce multiple eggs. Eggs are retrieved before ovulation under anaesthesia. Eggs 
stripped of surrounding cells. Prepared in petri dish. Eggs can be incubated with sperm 
and fertilisation occurs naturally, OR a needle is used to place sperm inside egg (useful 
for poor quality sperm). Embryos then screened, frozen or delivered into uterus. If 
issues are found when screened, they are destroyed. Normally transferred 3 – 5 days 
after fertilisation. If eggs are poor quality, donor eggs can be used.  

bortion 
Abortion – the deliberate termination of a pregnancy 
Sanctity of Life– the idea that all life is sacred and God-given. 
Quality of life – the standard of health, comfort, and happiness 
experienced by an individual or group. 
Pro Life – in opposition to abortion and euthanasia. 
Pro Choice – supporting the legal right of a woman to choose whether 
or not she will have an abortion. 
Traditional Buddhist teachings – reject abortion. Conception is the 
beginning of human life. Some circumstances it would be permissible 
e.g. genetic conditions which would cause suffering. 

Traditional Christian teaching – reject abortion based on Biblical 
teachings and the 10 commandments. Roman Catholicism takes a 
different position to Church of England. Roman Catholic church is 
against all forms of abortion as they believe life begins at conception. 
Church of England – it is morally wrong BUT there can be limited 
conditions where it may be permissible.  

Traditional Muslim Teaching – abortion is forbidden but accepted if 
the life of the pregnant person is in danger. Qur’an stresses the 
sanctity of life.  

Hindu’s are guided by ahisma – the principle of non violence and 
causing the least harm possible. Traditionally they reject abortion as it 
is a failure of their duty to protect children. 

Traditional Sikhs would reject abortion. It goes against the work of 
God who created everything. Some Sikh’s may view this differently 
e.g. in parts of India there is a practice of aborting female embryo’s 
due to cultural preferences for male children.  

Judaism – abortion only permitted in serious cases e.g. it would 
endanger the life of the pregnant person. It goes against the 
command to populate the world. Some Jewish people may see it is 
acceptable if it is necessary for the physical or mental health of the 
pregnant person. 

Abortion Evaluation 

 
Euthanasia  ending a person's life to stop them from suffering (sometimes referred to as assisted suicide).  Assisted suicide – the act of deliberately assisting another person to kill themselves. 

Both euthanasia and assisted suicide are illegal in the UK.  

Muslims are against euthanasia – human life is sacred because it is 
given by Allah. If severe methods are needed to keep someone alive, 
they can be withdrawn. 

Some Hindus believe helping to end a painful life is performing 
a good deed. 

Christians are mostly against euthanasia – life is given by God and human beings are 
made in God’s image. 

 

Arguments for Arguments against 

- Enables person to die with dignity and in control 
- Human beings should have the right to decide when and how they die 
- Expensive to keep people alive when there is no cure. Resources could be used to help those who 

could live. 
- Death is private – Government should not make laws that interfere with this 

- Could weaken society’s respect for the value of life 
- Care is available which reduces the need for people to be in pain 
- Some people may feel pressured to request euthanasia 
- Voluntary euthanasia could be the first step on a slippery slope 
- Discourages the search for new cures and treatments for the terminally ill 

 

 


