
Knowledge Organiser Year 9 
Geography

Topic: MIDDLE EAST

Vocabulary
Key terms and definitions

Biome A major regional group of 
distinctive plant and animal 
communities best adapted to 
the region's physical natural 
environment, latitude, 
altitude and terrain factor.

Development Use of resources, natural and 
human, to achieve higher 
standards of living

GDP Gross Domestic Product – the 
total value of all goods and 
services produced in a 
country

Middle East A geographical and cultural 
region located primarily in 
western Asia, but also in parts 
of northern Africa and south 
eastern Europe.

Peninsula A long piece of land that 
sticks out from a larger area 
of land into the sea or a lake.

Plateau An area of highland, usually 
consisting of relatively flat 
terrain.

Semi arid A large area of flat 
unforested grassland that is 
very dry.

Challenges and Concepts 

To understand the geopolitical location of the Middle East and 
who lives there; to investigate the influence of physical and 
human geographies on farming, water, conflict and the 
influence of wealth on decision making. To explore and 
evaluate a range of future options for Afghanistan.

Further Research:
https://www.bbc.com/education/topics/zvwtsbk
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/pr/fr/-
/1/hi/world/south_asia/country_profiles/1162108.stm

The Middle East is very diverse when it comes 
to religions. Three of the world’s major 
religions, Islam, Judaism and Christianity, 
originated there. The conflicts between these 
groups over land, resources and people are 
the cause of huge conflicts. 

The Middle East has 5% of the world’s 
population but only 1% of its water, conflicts 
over basic resources can be a source of 
underlying tension in a region characterised
by ethnic and religious diversity. 

The physical Geography of a place can have 
a major impact on conflict.

• Inside bend of a river meander or the top 
of a hill, which could be easily defended 
in the event of an enemy attack. 

• Desert landscapes provide little cover
and the lack of landmarks makes 
navigation difficult.  Can present some 
advantages.  For example, the flat terrain 
means that the pace of advance is fast 
and the lack of cover favours coalition 
forces who possess weapons with a 
greater range than the insurgents.

• Marsh land - the land is unstable and it is 
difficult to set up a base or equipment

• Mountainous regions are also notoriously 
difficult environments in which to engage 
in conflict as temperatures are low and 
conditions harsh.

https://www.bbc.com/education/topics/zvwtsbk
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/pr/fr/-/1/hi/world/south_asia/country_profiles/1162108.stm


Vocabulary
Key terms and definitions

Water scarcity A situation where there is 
insufficient availability to meet 
the demand in a country.

Arable A farming technique that only 
applies to crop farming

Insurgency An active revolt or uprising.

ISAF 
(International 
Security 
Assistance 
Force)

A NATO-led security mission in 
Afghanistan, established by the 
UN Security Council in Dec 2001. 
Its main purpose was to train the 
Afghan National Security Forces 
(ANSF) and assist Afghanistan in 
rebuilding key government 
institutions, but was also 
engaged in the 2001–present 
war with the Taliban insurgency.

Desalination The process of removing the salt 
content from sea water to 
produce a fresh water source. 
This can be used to create 
drinking water but is very 
expensive and uses up large 
amounts of energy.

Centre-point
irrigation

A farming technique that has 
been employed in Saudi 
Arabia. It allows for large areas 
of poor grade land to be 
improved and farmed whilst 
also minimising water wastage 
through more traditional 
irrigation techniques.

Vocabulary
Key terms and definitions

Taliban A tribal organization that has 
been in charge of large parts of 
Afghanistan at different times; 
they believe in Sharia law and 
the strict following of the Qur’an.

HAMAS and the 
PLO

Several groups of ‘freedom 
fighters’ , some of whom believe 
that terror attacks are the best 
way to resolve the Israel-
Palestine crisis and long 
standing conflict.

War A conflict among political 
groups involving hostilities of 
considerable duration and 
magnitude.

Iraq – Country Profile
Land Area: 438,000 sq km
Population: Estimated at around 38 million
Capital city: BAGHDAD (population approximately 7.7 

million)
Religion: 98% Muslim (approx 35% Sunni, 65% Shi’ite)
Literacy: UN estimates 50% overall, and probably no 

more than 45% for women
Life expectancy: 72 years (CIA)
Infant mortality: 20 per 1000 live births (CIA 2020)
Under-5 mortality rate: 256 per 1000 live births (CIA 2020)
Maternal mortality: 79 per 1,000 live births (CIA 2020)
External debt: Iraq has a debt of approx. 60% of its GDP. This 

level of debt ranks it as the 74th highest debt in 
the world.

Access to safe water: 97% of population (CIA 2020)
Adequate sanitation: 95% of population
Electricity: 100% of the population
Source: Iraq, CIA World FactBook, 2020

Impact of  conflict on a country’s development
Population • Structure is altered - men of 

economic age are those most 
likely to be involved in the fighting.  

• Migration – mass migration in all 
sectors of the population

Health • Disruption of hospital services / 
overburdened

Environment • Large refugee camps generate 
vast quantities of waste

• Water courses can become 
contaminated and disease is 
easily spread. 

• Setting alight of oil rigs during the 
conflict in Iraq has led to air 
pollution which has had both a 
local and a more widespread 
effect on air quality.
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Knowledge Organiser Year 9 Geography
Topic: Where in the World

Vocabulary
Key terms and definitions

Inequality Extreme differences between poverty 
and wealth, as well as in peoples' 
wellbeing and access to things like jobs, 
housing and education. Inequalities may 
occur in: housing provision. access to 
services. access to open land.

Populatio
n density

The number of people living in an area. It 
is worked out by dividing the number of 
people in an area by the size of the 
area.

Natural 
hazards

Extreme natural events that can cause 
loss of life, extreme damage to property 
and disrupt human activities.

Conflict A state of disagreement caused by the 
perceived or actual opposition of needs, 
values and interests between people. 
Geographically, it is often about 
opposing views about the ways in which 
a resource may be developed or used. 
The result is negative tension between 
the parties involved.

Tourism An industry that drives people to travel 
for recreation and leisure. The growth 
of tourism has had an economic, 
environmental and social effect on 
many countries.

Multiplier
effect

The introduction of a new industry or the 
expansion of an existing industry in an 
area also encourages growth in other 
industrial sectors. This is known as 
the multiplier effect which in its simplest 
form is how many times money spent 
circulates through a country's economy.

Resource 
manage
ment

The management of 
natural resources such as land, water, 
soil, plants and animals, with a particular 
focus on how management affects the 
quality of life for both present and future 
generations

Challenges and Concepts 

The focus of this unit is for students to develop their 
understanding of the key concepts ‘Space and Place’, to gain 
knowledge about a number of Islands around the world and to 
broaden their subject knowledge of key geographical issues 
including; inequality, population density, natural hazards, 
conflict, tourism and use of resources.

Inequalities between wealth play a vital role into a country’s capacity 
to cope with any disaster. It influences many facets such as the quality 
of protection, effectiveness of emergency services, prediction 
availability and also the education to promote community 
awareness.

A country’s resources are one of the main 
ways that they can grow their economy. It is 
important that countries utilise them to 
provide economic opportunities for their 
citizens but not overuse them so as to
damage the opportunities for future 
generations. 

Tourism is a vital component of the economies 
of some of the countries with a lower GDP. 
Countries in the Caribbean and islands like Sri 
Lanka rely on tourism to provide employment 
to support their economic growth.

How a new island can be created:

At a constructive plate margin the plates move 
apart from one another. 

When this happens the magma from the mantle 
rises up to make (or construct) new land in the form 
of a shield volcano. 
The movement of the plates over the mantle can 
cause earthquakes. This makes these new islands 
dangerous places to live



Countries being studied and some key concepts
Iceland Tectonic activity and how new islands are colonised. 

Principles of succession and tectonic theory.
Sri Lanka The impact of conflict on a county’s GDP and how 

tourism can play an important role in aiding the 
recovery of a country.

Japan The impact of physical geography on population 
density and how Japan has used creative solutions to 
overcome issues associated with housing their 
population

New Zealand How living in a tectonic hotspot can be hazardous to
society, their economy and their environment.

Philippines To investigate the impact of a tropical storm on a 
developing country. Key focus is on the geography of 
the Philippines and how this makes the country 
vulnerable to a range of hazards.

Fiji The impact of colonialism on the demographics of Fiji 
and how it also impacts on their imports and exports.

Galapagos Islands An investigation into the environmental impact of 
tourism and whether these islands should be better 
protected from development.

United Arab 
Emirates

Investigating the climatic challenges of living in the UAE 
and how they are constructing new land to deal with 
these challenges.

Madagascar An investigation as to how Madagascar contains so 
many unique species and why it still has the bubonic 
plague.

For each country students will focus on a key concept that they have 
covered earlier in their geography lessons. This unit serves to revisit important 
geographical concepts whilst also providing new examples which underpins 
the GCSE course.
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The Multiplier effect – How 
money invested in one area 
has knock on effects for the 
rest of the economy.



Knowledge Organiser Year 9 Geography
Topic: METEOROLOGICAL HAZARDS

Vocabulary
Key terms and definitions

Meteorology The study of weather

Precipitation Water in any form that falls to 
ground (rain, snow, sleet and 
hail).

Convectional 
rainfall

Rain that is produced when air 
rises after being warmed by 
the ground

Frontal rainfall When warm air has to rise over 
cold air in a depression

Anticyclone A weather system with high 
pressure at the centre of it.

Depression A weather system with low 
pressure at the centre of it.

Relief rainfall Rain caused by air being 
forced to rise over hills and 
mountains

Tropical 
storms

A violent weather event that 
has a circular movement, high 
winds and coastal flooding. 
Called a hurricane, typhoon 
and a cyclone

Tornadoes A mobile, destructive vortex of 
violently rotating winds having 
the appearance of a funnel-
shaped cloud and advancing 
beneath a large storm system.

Polar Vortex The cold air that circulates 
around the North and South 
Poles. This air is contained 
within a pressure cell and van 
bring harsh weather conditions.

Challenges and Concepts 

To understand that weather is influenced by a range of key 
concepts and components. To then apply this understanding to 
a range of meteorological hazard events and compare their 
impacts in areas of contrasting wealth.

Tornadoes are formed when warm and cold 
air mix violently within storms. The stark 
contrast between the two air masses 
combined with the winds associated with a  
storm create the characteristic vortex shape. 
Generally a tornado will last for a few minutes 
and occasionally up to an hour. 

Tropical storms form over the course of a week 
by gaining energy as the pressure drops by 
moving over warm oceans. (26.5oC +)

The formation of a tropical storm

Warm air (from the sea surface) and low 
pressure (from a thunderstorm) combine and 
warm air starts to rise. 

As the air rises, more air rushes in to replace it. 
This air is also heated and moistened by the 
ocean surface. 

As air cools and condenses, forming clouds, 
releases latent heat energy that adds to the 
power of the storm. 

The air starts to rise faster and cooler air is 
sucked downwards. Wind speed starts to 
increase.

More warm air rises and due to the Earth’s 
rotation (Coriolis effect) starts to move in a 
spiral. 

The tropical storm continues to move over the 
ocean, picking up warm moist air to fuel itself.

Relief rainfall Frontal rainfall Convectional rainfall



Vocabulary
Key terms and definitions

Atmosphere The air in any particular 
place

Change To make or become 
different. When applied to 
weather it means differing 
conditions.

Water Cycle The cycle of processes by 
which water circulates
between the Earth’s oceans, 
atmosphere and land

Maritime (when related to climate) 
means moist and temperate 
air owing to the conditions of 
the sea.

Tropical Weather and climate that is 
synonymous with hot and 
humid conditions.

Air pressure The amount of air molecules 
that are present in a given 
part of the atmosphere.

The Polar Vortex

Causes

When the jet stream is weak 
the cold Polar air descends 
further south bringing Arctic 
conditions to areas that are 
not used to them..

Effects

Recently US temperatures 
have dropped as low as -
50oC. This has resulted in 
houses being buried in snow, 
Niagara falls freezing and the 
rivers surrounding New York 
freezing over.

Adaptations 
of cities

Some cities in Canada have 
turned cycle lanes into ice 
skating lanes in Winter to 
adapt to the challenges of 
this weather phenomenaComparing tropical storms in the USA

Hurricane Katrina (2005) Hurricane Sandy (2012)
Category 5 hurricane Category 3 hurricane
1386 deaths 285 deaths
$128 billion worth of 
damage

$60 billion worth of 
damage

1.7 million people left 
without power

8.5 million people left 
without power

400,000 people
evacuated before the 
storm

850,000 people 
evacuated before the 
storm

Storm was 415 miles wide Storm was 1000 miles wide
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