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Topic Knowledge 

 
Persecution 

and the 
Holocaust 

 

* Persecution is hostility and ill-treatment, especially because of race or political or religious beliefs. It can also be known as oppression and is usually 
acted towards a group or individual over a sustained amount of time. The Jews were persecuted by the Nazis and their sympathisers during the years 
of 1933–1945. This is known as The Holocaust (from the Greek holókaustos: hólos, "whole" and kaustós, "burnt offering") however the Jews refer to 
their Hebrew word Shoah (meaning destruction) to highlight the evil which was cast upon them during this time.  
* As well as being treated as second-class citizens, Jews were relocated from their homes, their businesses were boycotted, they were forced to carry 
ID passes and wear armbands to identify themselves. Eventually they were kept in ‘Ghettos’ (areas in cities for Jews only), transported to work camps, 
concentration or death camps and in, the worst case, tortured, starved and killed (most often by gas chamber or mass shooting). This was part of 
Hitler’s ‘Final Solution to the Jewish problem’, which saw, in total, 6 million European Jews killed during the Holocaust. Other groups, including in 
particular the Roma and "incurably sick", as well as ethnic Poles and other Slavs, Soviet citizens, Soviet prisoners of war, political opponents, gay 
men and Jehovah's Witnesses, resulting in up to 17 million deaths overall. 

 
 
 

Memorials 

* The Jews that lost their lives in the Holocaust are remembered across the world in many ways. These memorials seek to recognise the pain and 
suffering the persecuted people felt as well as remembering their contribution to society and the world as a whole. Holocaust. 

• Memorial Day is held annually on the 27th January and this normally comprises of events and activities including trips and speeches from 
holocaust survivors.  

• Charities such as the Holocaust Educational Trust seek to educate young people about the Holocaust. 

• Physical memorials exist throughout the world to stand as a reminder of the event. Statues such as those found in Budapest, Miami, Berlin and Yad 
Vashem (World Holocaust remembrance centre – Jerusalem) are places people can visit and reflect on the event. Many concentration camps are 
open to the public as museums including Auschwitz in Poland where 1 million died.  

Antisemitism 
and 

Islamophobia 
 

* Anti-Semitism is hostility, prejudice, or discrimination against Jewish people. This is a concept that has been seen throughout history. Since ancient 
times, Jews have been singled out. Jesus was betrayed by Judas – who kissed him on the cheek as a sign to the Romans of who to arrest. Jews have 
since been blamed by Christians for the betrayal and murder of Jesus. They have been stereotyped at treacherous and untrustworthy. In the middle 
ages, Jews were thought to be devil worshipers, they were blamed for the black death and poisoning wells. They were forbidden to marry Christians and 
were prohibited from holding positions in government and were prevented from appearing as witnesses against Christians in court. Bizarre rumours 
spread about Jews, that they had horns and tails and engaged in ritual murder of Christians.  
* During the 18th Century, Edouard Drumont founded the Antisemitic League of France in 1889, and was the founder and editor of the newspaper La 
Libre Parole. He suggested that Jewish people were ‘Christ Killers’, only interested in money and taking over the world and that they had ‘undesirable 
characteristics’ that should not be passed on genetically. 
* During the 1920’s, after defeat in WW1 Germany was unstable, there were political, economic and social troubles. Jews were blamed for Germanys 
defeat, they were accused of stabbing Germany in the back and planning the failure of the army. Even though 100,000 Jewish people served as officers 
and soldiers in the German army – and 12,000 were killed fighting for their country. 
* Before the Holocaust, the Nazis aimed to spread propaganda by marginalising Jewish communities and narrowing the freedoms on Jewish 
individuals and businesses. This included the Nuremberg laws which preceded the movement of Jews to Ghettos and camps. 
* Islamophobia has similarities to anti-Semitism. Islamophobia is the fear, hatred of, or prejudice against Islam and Muslims. Muslims are 
stereotyped due to the actions of some extremists and are thus treated with hatred and are focussed on in the media.  
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Holocaust 
Fiction 

* Many films, books and documentaries have been made about the Holocaust. Some, like Schindler’s list and Defiance, have a non-fiction element to 
them and tell real life stories of the Holocaust. However, many films showcase the holocaust through fictional means.  
* This is controversial as it potentially undermines the terrible events that took place by reducing it to a film. It also enables film studios to earn 
money from the pain and suffering of the Jews during the holocaust (e.g. Marvel and Fox for X-men apocalypse when it featured Auschwitz). It can also 
be dangerous when writers have creative license. Sometimes stories can be interpreted such that the truth is changed. This happens in ‘The boy in the 
striped pyjamas’ in the final scene.   

Anne Frank * The story of Anne Frank is both tragic and mesmerising. Anne Frank was a Jewish teenager who went into hiding during the Holocaust, journaling 
her experiences in the renowned work 'The Diary of Anne Frank.' Fleeing Nazi persecution of Jews, the family moved to Amsterdam and later went 
into hiding for two years. During this time, Frank wrote about her experiences and wishes.  
* She was 15 when the family was found and sent to concentration camps, where she died. The Diary of a Young Girl, as the diary is typically called in 
English, has since been published in 67 languages. Countless editions, as well as screen and stage adaptations, of the work have been created around 
the world. The Diary of a Young Girl remains one of the most moving and widely read first-hand accounts of the Jewish experience during the Holocaust.  

Neo-Nazis * Neo-Nazism is a political movement which follows Nazi ideas of: Racism, Xenophobia (discrimination against anyone not from your country), 
Ableism (discrimination against people with disabilities), Homophobia and Antisemitism. Many neo-Nazis admire Adolf Hitler and believe that the 
Holocaust is a lie and did not happen.   
* Neo Nazis often express their opinions through tattoos and banners and use swastikas and arm gestures to show their support for the movement. The 
Neo Nazi movement is illegal in many countries. In Germany it is illegal to say ‘Heil Hitler’. Holocaust Deniers like David Irving seek to deny the 
holocaust ever happened. He has support from people such as Neo Nazis and has sold books and held talks (some of which have been illegal).  

Survivors * Although many memorials are physical structures like statues and places (like concentrations camps and Yad Vashem) there are other ways to 
remember the Holocaust. Holocaust Survivors are a unique insight in the holocaust and are a good way to counter those who try and deny the 
Holocaust. Over time, holocaust survivors have written books and given interviews/testimonies which shed light on the terrible events of the 
Holocaust. * The difference is that these people were the victims of these events and so there is a very personal account given by these survivors. Some 
of the strongest and most moving accounts are from the children of the Holocaust whose formative years were spent in captivity and witnessing 
torture, starvation and death of friends and family. This would have affected the life of so many, so as the last remaining holocaust survivors give their 
accounts this is a fantastic opportunity to see living memorials of the events of the Holocaust.  

 

 

Quotes Topic 

‘What hurts the victim most is not the cruelty of the 
oppressor but the silence of the bystander’ 

Elie Weisel (Holocaust survivor) 

Persecution and 
Survivors 

‘I want to go on living after my death. And therefore I 
amgrateful to God for giving me this gift of expressing all 

that is in me.’ 

Anne Frank 

"The world will keep on turning without me, and I can't 
do anything to change events anyway." 

Anne Frank 

"I deny that millions died in the gas chambers because of 
the logistical problems for a start." 

David Irving  

Holocaust Deniers  

Key Word Meaning 
The Holocaust The systematic persecution and genocide of the Jewish people by the Nazi’s during WW2. 

Memorials Objects, events and days dedicated to reminding people of a particular thing (such as the 
Holocaust). 

Anti-Semitism Hostility, prejudice, or discrimination against Jewish people. 

Islamophobia Fear, hatred or prejudice against Islam and Muslims. 

Neo-Nazi Modern day Nazis. People who hold extreme views about white supremacy and/or are 
anti-sematic or islamophobic. 

Holocaust 
Denial 

Where someone or a group deny that the events of the Holocaust took place. Specifically, 
the sustained murdering of Jewish people during the Holocaust. 



Knowledge Organiser: How has migration impacted Britain? 
 

Before the Normans, Britain was settled by 
Celts, Romans, Anglo-Saxons and Vikings. 
Migrants came for religious and economic 
reasons and shaped life in Britain. There is 
still much debate about the impact of 
migration on Britain today. 

Chronology: what happened on these dates? Vocabulary: define these words 

500 BC 
The Celts migrate to Britain in search of 
rich and fertile farmland. 

Dark Ages 
The period after the 
Romans left Britain. 

Summarise your learning 
AD 43 

The Romans arrive in Britain, adding it to 
their empire. 

Pagan 
The first religion of the 
Celts and Anglo-Saxons. 

Topic 1: 
Early 

migrations 

The Celts migrated to Britain in 
search of farmland. They were 
conquered by the Romans, who 
they tried to resist. 

AD 450 
Once the Romans have left, the Anglo-
Saxons invade and settle in Britain. 

Colonise 
To expand an empire into 
another country. 

AD 800 
Viking raids on Britain begin, leading to 
the establishment of the Danelaw. 

Discrimination 
To treat a person from 
another group unfairly. 

Topic 2: 
The Anglo 

Saxons 

The Anglo-Saxons invaded 
Britain, replacing or mixing with 
the Celts. They influenced the 
language, religion and culture. 

1066 
The Normans takeover England, inviting 
the Jews to live with them. 

Diaspora 
A people who are forced 
apart, settling around the 
world. 

 
1620 

The Mayflower arrives in the New World 
with Puritan settlers from England. 

Reformation 
A period of change in the 
Church. 

Topic 3: 
The Vikings 

The Vikings were raiders, 
explorers, traders and empire 
builders, who set up their own 
kingdom in Britain.  1845-52 

The Irish potato famine leads to 
widespread migration of Irish families into 
the UK.  

Topic 4: 
Religion 

and 
migration 

Jews and Huguenots came to 
England to escape persecution. 
Whereas Puritans left to follow 
their religion in peace. 

1948 
The SS Empire Windrush arrives from 
the West Indies, marking the start of 
modern mass migration to Britain. 

Navvies 
Irish people who built 
Britain’s transport network. 

 
2012 

London Olympics. Immigrants such as 
Mo Farah win medals for GB and the 
opening ceremony celebrates the arrival 
of immigrants.  

Slums 
An area with poor living 
conditions. 

Topic 5: 
Economic 
migration 

Job opportunities in Britain 
encouraged Irish and West 
Indian migrants, but they faced 
discrimination. 

2016 
Brexit referendum. The UK votes to 
leave the European Union. Many state 
that immigration was a major reason.  

National Front 
A racist group, which 
wanted to stop migration. 

 

Topic 6: 
Migration 
over time 

Migrants have travelled to 
Britain for many reasons and 
influenced politics, the economy 
and society. 



 



History Knowledge Organiser HT3 – How can a war be ‘cold’? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Why did the Cold 

War develop between 

1945 and 1949? 

Ideological differences 

The USA was capitalist; the USSR was 

communist. These conflicting beliefs 

underpinned the entire Cold War as each 

power believed the other was trying to 

spread its ideology around the world. 

There was division between the capitalist 

democracies of the West and the 

Communist dictatorships of the East, 

marked by the ‘Iron Curtain’. 

Collapse of Grand Alliance 

The USA and USSR had been united in 

WWII in order to defeat Hitler’s Germany. 

This alliance began to crumble once Germany 

had been defeated and ideological 

differences started to come to the surface. 

When Truman became president, relations 

deteriorated further as he and Soviet leader 

Stalin did not get on. 

 

Nuclear Arms Race 

The development of atomic weapons increased 

the competition of the Cold War and made it 

dangerous as both superpowers pushed each 

other to the brink of war. The ‘race’ began in 

1945 with the dropping of the atomic bomb by 

the USA, with further developments in bomb 

and missile technology by both superpowers 

throughout the Cold War. 

 

US actions 

President Truman delivered a speech, 

which resulted in the Truman Doctrine, a 

commitment to protecting ‘free peoples’ 

from outside aggression. This was 

backed up by the Marshall Plan, which 

provided money to European countries to 

support recovery after WWII. Both 

actions were seen by the Soviet Union as 

a direct attack on communism. 

Soviet actions 

The Soviet Union (USSR) wanted protection on 

its borders to avoid attack like in WWII. It 

expanded its influence (and communism) across 

Eastern Europe to create a buffer zone of 

friendly states. The Americans viewed this as 

aggressive expansion. This view was vindicated in 

1948 when the Soviets blockaded West Berlin. 

 

Key vocab and concepts: 

Arms race – the rapid increase in the 

quantity and quality or military power 

Blockade – the means of blocking a place 

to prevent goods or people from entering 

or leaving  

Buffer zone – a neutral area serving to 

separate hostile forces or nations 

Capitalism – an economic and political 

system where trade and industry are 

controlled privately rather than by the 

state 

Cold War – a period of political tension 

between the Soviet Union and the USA 

Communism – an economic and political 

system where all property is owned by 

the government 

Containment Policy – US policy to prevent 

the spread of communism 

Democracy – a system of government 

where the citizens exercise power by 

voting 

Dictatorship – a form of government 

characterized by a single leader 

Domino Theory – the idea that if one 

country becomes communist, the 

surrounding countries will follow in a 

domino effect 

Iron Curtain – a non-physical boundary 

dividing Europe into separate areas after 

WW2 

Superpower – a very powerful and 

influential nation 
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Industrial revolution A time of great change in Britain between 1750 to 1900

Population The number of people living in a particular place

Invention Something new which is created, can be an object or an idea

Economy The system of how money is used within a particular country

Agriculture The process of producing food, and fibres by farming of certain 
plants or raising animals

Poverty The lack of basic human needs such as clean water, nutrition, 
healthcare, education and shelter

Sanitation Sanitation is the system that disposes of human waste

   From 1750 Britain went through a process of change in a       
number of key areas: 
• Agriculture – New tools, fertilizers and harvesting techniques were introduced, 

resulting in increased productivity and agricultural prosperity. 
• Industry – factories sprung up all over the country creating more efficient ways 

to produce goods such as wool, cotton and coal. The increase in factories brought 
thousands of new jobs. 

• Transport and communications - Thomas Telford built roads and canals in the 
1700s and George Stephenson and Isambard Kingdom Brunel oversaw the 'Railway 
Mania' of the 1800s. There had previously been no very fast way of transporting 
goods and people around the country.  

• Technology - There were also many scientific discoveries and technological 
inventions that changed society and industry. Changes to sanitation and medical 
treatment such as the work of John Snow and Edward Jenner improved people’s 
quality of life. 

Industry The process of making products by using machines and factories

Mass production The production of many products in one go e.g. textiles

Year 9 Industrial Revolution knowledge organiser

Inventions of the Industrial Revolution

The Spinning Jenny - 1770 
James Hargreaves, a British carpenter and 

weaver, invents the spinning jenny. The 
machine spins more than one ball of yarn or 

thread at a time, making it easier and 
faster to make cloth. This allows more 

workers to make cloth more cheaply and 
increases the amount of factories built.

The Water Frame -1769 
Richard Arkwright  invented a machine, 
powered by water, to spin cotton into yarn, 
quickly and easily. His machines did not 
need skilled operators so Arkwright paid 
unskilled women and others to work on 
them. This invention allowed factories and 
mills to be built. 

The Steam Engine – 1717 
Thomas Newcomen invents the first steam 

engine. It would later be improved by 
James Watt which meant steam engines 
could replace water and horse power in a 
wide variety of industries, which in turn 
allowed factories to be built anywhere. 

The Locomotive - 1814  
Richard Trevithick was a pioneer in early 
steam engine technology. He developed a 
new high-pressure steam engine which 

could be used to reliably move goods and 
passengers. This invention made transport 

much easier and quicker. 

Factory working conditions 

Long working hours: normal shifts were usually 
12-14 hours a day, with extra time required 
during busy periods.  
Low wages: a typical wage for male workers was 
about 15 shillings (75p) a week, but women and 
children were paid much less, with children three 
shillings (15p). For this reason, employers 
preferred to employ women and children.  
Cruel discipline: there was frequent 
"strapping" (hitting with a leather strap). Other 
punishments included nailing children's ears to 
the table, and dowsing them in water butts to 
keep them awake. 
Accidents: forcing children to crawl into 
dangerous, unguarded machinery led to many 
accidents and deaths.  
Health:  The air was full of dust, which led to 
chest and lung diseases and loud noise made by 
machines damaged workers' hearing. 

Living conditions 

Overcrowding: due to large numbers of people 
moving to the cities, there were not enough 
houses for all these people to live in.  
Disease: typhus, typhoid, tuberculosis and 
cholera all existed in the cities of England. 
Overcrowding, low standard housing and poor 
quality water supplies all helped spread disease. 
Waste disposal: gutters were filled with litter. 
Human waste was discharged directly into the 
sewers, which flowed straight into rivers.  
Poor quality housing: houses were built very close 
together so there was little light or fresh air 
inside them. They did not have running water and 
people found it difficult to keep clean.  
Lack of fresh water: people could get water 
from a variety of places, such as streams, wells 
and stand pipes, but this water was often 
polluted by human waste.   

Robert Peel 
          Peel created and supported 
the Factories Act of 1844 which 
restricted the number of hours 

that children could work in 
factories as well as setting safety 

standards for machinery. 

Isambard Kingdom Brunel 
One of the most influential 
engineers of the Industrial 

Revolution. Brunel built railways 
and ships and opened up Britain to 

a new network of industry

John Snow 
Snow was an English physician 

who discovered that the water in 
his local area was making 

everyone ill. His work led to the 
discovery of cholera and 
improved fresh water for 

thousands

Edward Jenner 
Jenner discovered vaccination in 
1796. he discovered that if you 
placed a small amount of disease 

in a human they were then able to 
fight it off in the future. This 

discovery saved millions of lives

Seebohm Rowntree 
Rowntree was a English sociological 
researcher. He researched people 
living in poverty and argued that 

the government needed to do more 
to help them

Important individuals of the Industrial Revolution



Year 9 Knowledge Organiser:  Politics - 
Suffragettes

Key Events
1 1897 NUWSS formed.  Millicent Fawcett is leader.

2 1903 WSPU is formed by Emmeline Pankhurst and daughters.

3 1905 Militant Campaign begins – Christabel Pankhurst and Annie Kenney arrested

4 1908 Mass rally in London – 300,000 to 500,000 activists attend.  Window smashing  
using stones with written pleas on them.

5 1909 Hunger strike and force feeding starts – Marian Wallace Dunlop becomes the 
first hunger striker.

6 1913 Militant bomb and arson campaigns and increasing arrests which results in the passing 
of the “Cat and Mouse” Act, under which hunger strikers are temporarily released 
then rearrested to prevent them dying in police custody

7 1913 Emily Wilding Davison attempts to pin a Suffragette scarf onto the King’s Horse 
at the Derby.  She is struck by the horse and dies 4 days later.

8 1914 World War 1 starts – Suffragette leaders urge women to join the war effort.  
NUWSS continues  to campaign for recognition for their work.

9 1918 The Representation of the People Act is passed, allowing men over 21 and women 
over 30 to vote.

Key People

Emmeline Pankhurst – 
WSPU

Christabel Pankhurst - 
WSPU

Emily Wilding 
Davison - WSPU

Millicent Fawcett - 
NUWSS

Led the WSPU from 
October 1903.  Took 
more militant action 
such as windows 
smashing, arson and 
hunger strikes.  
Arrested numerous 
times, went on hunger 
strike and was force 
fed. Died in 1928.

Became a speaker for 
the WSPU in 1905.  
She trained as a lawyer 
but could not practice 
as woman.  Arrested 
with her mother.  Fled 
England in 1912 for fear 
of being arrested again.  
Unsuccessfully ran for 
Parliament in 1918.

Joined WSPU in 
1906.  3 years later, 
left job as a teacher 
and became a 
suffragette full time.  
Frequently arrested 
for number of crimes 
inc. setting fire to 
post box.  By 1911, 
become increasingly 
militant.

Leading suffragist 
and led NUWSS 
from 1897-1919.  
Played a key role in 
getting women the 
vote.  Dedicated to 
using 
constitutional 
means, and argued 
that militancy was 
counter-productive.  

Key Words
10

arson The act of deliberately setting fire to property with a view to causing 
extensive damage.

11 Cat and Mouse 
Act

Permitted suffragettes on hunger strike to be released but re-arrested 
once well again to complete their sentences.

12
constitutional A peaceful, legal way of campaigning, often using recognised 'political' 

methods such as petitions.

13 enfranchisement To be granted the vote or the state of having the vote.

14
force feeding

Imprisoned suffragettes on hunger strike were sometimes force fed. 
Being force fed involved a rubber tube being inserted into the throat or 
nose and liquidised food being poured in.

15
hunger strike Some imprisoned suffragettes went on hunger strike to further raise 

awareness for their cause.

16
manifesto A public declaration or proclamation, stating the aims and methods of a 

campaign group.

17
militant Aggressive and violent behaviour in pursuit of a political cause, favouring 

extreme or confrontational campaign methods.

18
NUWSS

The National Union of Women's Suffrage Societies (NUWSS) was formed 
in 1897 and brought together many smaller suffrage organisations. The 
NUWSS's method was non-confrontational and constitutional.

19 pacifist An individual who disagrees with war on principle.

20
petition A formal written request or application, especially one signed by many 

people, to a particular individual or group, for example, a government.

21
propaganda The publication of resources and ideas designed to encourage a 

particular and specific response.

22
Representation of 
the People Act

In 1918, the Representation of the People Act granted the vote to women 
over 30 who were also householders, the wives of householders, owners 
of property worth over £5 or university graduates. The Act also granted 
the franchise to all men over the age of 21.

23 suffrage The right to vote in political elections.

24
suffragette A campaigner for women's suffrage willing to undertake militant action or 

to break the law.

25
suffragist A campaigner for women's suffrage who believes in constitutional 

methods of campaigning.

26
WSPU

Women’s Social and Political Union was formed when Emmeline 
Pankhurst found disillusionment with the progress of NUWSS.  Deeds not 
Words was their slogan.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/higher/history/britsuff/suffrage/revision/2/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/higher/history/britsuff/suffrage/revision/3/
https://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/the-role-of-british-women-in-the-twentieth-century/cat-and-mouse-act/
https://www.historyextra.com/period/20th-century/what-was-the-1918-representation-of-the-people-act/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/pankhurst_emmeline.shtml
https://www.thoughtco.com/christabel-pankhurst-suffrage-movement-3529915
https://www.thoughtco.com/christabel-pankhurst-suffrage-movement-3529915
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/davison_emily.shtml
https://www.biographyonline.net/politicians/uk/millicent-fawcett.html

