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Year 9 Curriculum: <Philosophy and Ethics> 
 

 

 
Rationale 

In Year 9 we begin with another of the major religions - Islam. We then build on our Year 8 summer topic, with a second Unit on Ethics. We finish Year 9 with a focus 
on Political Philosophy. We embed written skills such describing, explaining and analysing throughout. The way we have designed our KS3 curriculum is wholly based 
on the idea of providing students with the substantive knowledge, teaching them “how to know” about religion and non-religion and lastly to build an awareness of 
their own presuppositions and values about the religious and non-religious traditions they will study. We are keen to introduce students to the idea of scholarship – 
we will encourage students to look at how the information we have has come about, looking at the status of claims made in scholarship, looking at the difference 
between conceptions and misconceptions. Our aim is to teach students to respond to content in informed, intelligent and reflective ways.  

 

 

 Autumn Spring Summer 

Knowledge 
 
 

Knowledge Organiser 
Islam 
We consider the key beliefs in Islam, look at 
overlaps between Islam and other religions. We 
consider the life of Muhammed, how Islam grew 
and spread, and different groups within Islam. We 
also consider the 5 Pillars of Islam, the significance 
of the Mosque, and Islamic celebrations.   

Knowledge Organiser 
Ethics 2 
We consider whether there are any laws that shouldn’t 
be broken. We also consider key issues such as drugs and 
religion, environmental ethics, and attitudes to poverty. 
As we make progress into the term we focus on attitudes 
to victims of natural disasters and whether sport can be 
treated like a religion. 

Knowledge Organiser to Follow 
Philosophy 
Scheme of work to be finalised. 
 
We begin by focusing on political philosophy and 
explore Hobbes’ social contract, economic and 
political systems, utilitarianism and we investigate the 
works of Jeremy Bentham and John Stuart Mill.  

Skills 
 
 

Knowledge recall. Written skills in description, explanation and analysis. Analysis of sources. Scholarship. Responding to content in informed, intelligent and reflective 
ways. 

Assessment 
 
 

2 x Knowledge tests (Lessons 2, 5, 8) 
Formative assessment “Islam is essentially the 
same as Christianity. Is there any truth to this 
statement?” (Lesson 3) 
Summative Assessment (Lesson 14) 
 

2 x Knowledge test (Lessons 5,  
Formative Assessment “Religious people should do more 
to help solve the world’s environmental problems. Do 
you agree?” (Lesson 6) 
Summative Assessment (Lesson 12) 

Scheme of Assessment to Follow 
 
2 x KT 
Formative “Should Britain be a Marxist society” 
Summative Assessment 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1deYM22c84NGDNig_61uFAR6Ifz0yntW_/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-Rh5jJvJUvMhtywtwZSlZ0wqLTlrBfaQ/view?usp=sharing

