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Rationale 

At KS4, we aim to offer students the opportunity to apply the skills from KS3 to the GCSE set texts. We consider a set of 
transferable skills (analytical, critical, evaluative, comparative) and teach literature and language texts discreetly in order to further 
progress these skills. We use non-fiction unseen texts to offer a range of authors and time-periods. The assessment objectives are 
used here explicitly both in formative/summative assessment and in modelling and scaffolding writing. 

 
 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2  
An Inspector Calls 
 

Spring 1  
Language Paper 2 
 

Spring 2  
Language Paper 1 
Language Paper 2 
 

Summer 1 Summer 2  
Much Ado About Nothing + Poetry Anthology 

Knowledge 
 
 

Character, Theme, Plot, Language, Context Content, Writer’s 
Perspective, Meaning 
through Language, Form 
and Structure plus 
comparative writing 

Content, Writer’s 
Perspective, Meaning 
through Language, Form 
and Structure 

 (Love and Relationships) 
Character, Theme, Plot, Language, Context 

Skills 
 
 

• literal and inferential 
comprehension: understanding a word, 
phrase or sentence in context; exploring 
aspects of plot, characterisation, events 

• Identify and interpret 
explicit and implicit 
information and ideas.  

• Select and synthesise 

• Identify and 
interpret explicit and 
implicit information 
and ideas.  

• literal and inferential comprehension: 
understanding a word, phrase or sentence in 
context; exploring aspects of plot, 
characterisation, events and settings; 



and settings; distinguishing between what 
is stated explicitly and what is implied; 
explaining motivation, sequence of events, 
and the relationship between actions or 
events  
• critical reading: identifying the 
theme and distinguishing between 
themes; supporting a point of view by 
referring to evidence in the text; 
recognising the possibility of and 
evaluating different responses to a text; 
using understanding of writers’ social, 
historical and cultural contexts to inform 
evaluation; making an informed personal 
response that derives from analysis and 
evaluation of the text  
• evaluation of a writer’s choice of 
vocabulary, grammatical and structural 
features: analysing and evaluating how 
language, structure, form and 
presentation contribute to quality and 
impact; using linguistic and literary 
terminology for such evaluation 

evidence from 
different texts.  

• Explain, comment on 
and analyse how 
writers use language 
and structure to 
achieve effects and 
influence readers, 
using relevant subject 
terminology to support 
their views.  

• Compare writers’ ideas 
and perspectives, as 
well as how these are 
conveyed, across two 
or more texts.  

• Evaluate texts critically 
and support this with 
appropriate textual 
references.  

• Communicate clearly, 
effectively and 
imaginatively, 
selecting and adapting 
tone, style and register 
for different forms, 
purposes and 
audiences.  

• • Organise 
information and ideas, 
using structural and 
grammatical features 
to support coherence 
and cohesion of texts. 

• Select and synthesise 
evidence from 
different texts.  

• Explain, comment on 
and analyse how 
writers use language 
and structure to 
achieve effects and 
influence readers, 
using relevant 
subject terminology 
to support their 
views.  

• Compare writers’ 
ideas and 
perspectives, as well 
as how these are 
conveyed, across 
two or more texts.  

• Evaluate texts 
critically and support 
this with appropriate 
textual references.  

• Communicate 
clearly, effectively 
and imaginatively, 
selecting and 
adapting tone, style 
and register for 
different forms, 
purposes and 
audiences.  

• • Organise 
information and 
ideas, using 

distinguishing between what is stated explicitly 
and what is implied; explaining motivation, 
sequence of events, and the relationship 
between actions or events  
• critical reading: identifying the theme 
and distinguishing between themes; supporting a 
point of view by referring to evidence in the text; 
recognising the possibility of and evaluating 
different responses to a text; using 
understanding of writers’ social, historical and 
cultural contexts to inform evaluation; making an 
informed personal response that derives from 
analysis and evaluation of the text  
• evaluation of a writer’s choice of 
vocabulary, grammatical and structural features: 
analysing and evaluating how language, 
structure, form and presentation contribute to 
quality and impact; using linguistic and literary 
terminology for such evaluation 



structural and 
grammatical 
features to support 
coherence and 
cohesion of texts. 

Assessment 
 
 

Choice of two exam-style questions. 
Rewrite a scene with added stage 
directions (in the style of Act 1 opening) 
 
Mock exam on An Inspector Calls 
 

Paper 2 Questions 3,4. 
Question 5 (Transactional 
Writing) 
 

Paper 1 Questions 3,4. 
Question 5 
(Creative/Narrative 
writing) 
 

Comparison of two poems studied 
Extract exam-style question 
Group presentation 

Characteristics 
 
 

Question 
Analyse  
Evaluate 
Make Connections 

Notice 
Reasoning 
Question 
Analyse  
Evaluate 

Making Links 
Question 
Analyse  
Evaluate 

Making Links 
Questioning 
Question 
Analyse  
Evaluate 

 


