The
Mantlepiece
SIR THOMAS FREMANTLE SCHOOL: AUTUMN ISSUE 1 - 2022

SIR THOMAS FREMANTLE

SECONDARY SCHOOL

Sir Thomas Fremantle School

THE HEAD TEACHER’S MESSAGE
Dear Parents and Carers,
We have come to the end of our first Autumn Term of 2022 and I have continued to be impressed by our
students and their dedication to their studies. Each day I do a lunch duty and it is a wonderful opportunity for
me to speak with students from every year group and hear about their learning and their experience at STFS. I
am in awe on how much knowledge they recall and the insights they have in their subjects. I am also impressed
by the level of diligence – it is not uncommon to find students supporting each other over lunch with their
studies.
On Thursday the DfE released our Progress 8 data.
This data demonstrates how far our students have
come from their SATs in Y6. The data shows that Sir
Thomas Fremantle exceeds the local authority
progress and the national average. I think this is a
remarkable achievement considering the
challenges and tribulations schools and students
experienced. We are thrilled with our GCSE results,
especially the increase from the last externally
assessed exams. The results exceeded our targets
and students should be extremely proud of the
outcome of their hard work!
I hope to build upon the great work of the school
and continue to strive for the very best for our
students.
During this half term I have been able to review
where the school is in its improvement journey and
over half term I will be formulating our strategy to
continue to achieve the best for everyone. We
want STFS to be a great place to learn and work!
Thank you as always for your continued support
and kind words.
Have a lovely half term
break!
Francis Murphy and the team
here at STFS.
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Students Support OddBalls Foundation!
This term the charity OddBalls Foundation visited us on
several occasions as they delivered assemblies to raise
awareness of testicular cancer.
The assembly helped to break down the stigma around
testicular cancer and supported our young students to
have open and frank conversations about the
importance of awareness.

If you'd like to know more about the amazing work
done by the Oddballs
Foundation: https://theoddballsfoundation.com/).

Fantastic Work in Humanities in KS3
Our Year 7s have settled in really well in their Humanities subjects. We have been exploring the physical and human
geography of the United Kingdom. Hopefully they’ll be able to navigate you on your half term holidays.
Our Year 8s have been exploring the problems faced by Henry VIII. If you are planning a half-term trip to Hampton
Court, save yourself the cost of a tour guide and have your child explain this complicated history!
Higher order thinking skills have been the focus of our recent Year 9 lessons. For example, our Year 9s have been
tackling the challenge of interpreting political cartoons from a century ago! How would you get on?
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STFS Team Supports
Charity!
A big thank you to staff and sixth form students
who baked/purchased cakes in aid of Macmillan.
Our Coffee Morning (which lasted two days for
staff!) raised £201. Macmillan will use this
money to provide cancer-care and support to
people whose lives have been affected by the
disease. We hope to run this event again next
year!

Christmas Shoeboxes
This year STFS have partnered with the Winslow Rotary to fill shoeboxes full of gifts. These will be flown
via the secular charity to countries in Eastern Europe to less affluent families who are in desperate need.
Thank you to the students and families that have already collected a flat-pack shoebox from the front
office to fill with gifts. These shoeboxes are free to collect from reception. There are lots left that we aim
to fill, and we still have time to fill them (deadline 11th November). Please do ask your child to pick you
one up if you would like to do one (or many!) as a family. It is the loveliest thing to do and students feel
a great sense of pride knowing they have put together a box of little gifts for a baby, a child or a
vulnerable adult. If you can, please do help us to reach our 100 box target. More information on what
can go into the boxes can be found here: https://www.rotaryshoebox.org/

3

Sir Thomas Fremantle School

We would like to wish all our staff and
students a very happy Diwali. Taking place
on Monday 24 October, Diwali is celebrated
by Hindus, Sikhs, Jains and Buddhists.
Also known as Deepavali, which means ‘rows
of lighted lamps’, or the ‘Festival of Lights’;
the festival symbolises the triumph of light
over darkness, knowledge over ignorance,
good over evil, and hope over despair.

Photography in the Making!
What’s new in Film, Media & Photography!
Students have now completed their creative NEA
(coursework) in all of these subjects - this includes GCSE
Film Studies, A Level Film and A Level Media Studies. The
quality is very high this year and I am excited to see the
finished products. We have music videos, magazines,
podcasts, film - marketing packages, websites,
screenplays, filmed extracts and full-length short films.
The students’ commitment to their projects has been very
impressive. I will share some of the finished examples in
the Christmas edition of The Mantlepiece.
We have also launched the new GCSE in Photography this
term, and the response has been very positive. The students who chose this option are learning how to use DSL
cameras, and how to utilise the Adobe Creative Suite, especially Lightroom and Photoshop, to bring their ideas to
fruition. On open evening we had a display of the students’ first project, called 50 Steps because they were required
to choose a starting point and then take 50 continuous steps, and take 50 photos. The variety of images the students
were able to zoom in on and notice was amazing, and they then manipulated these images further. Here I have included
only a small sample of some of their work
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Much Ado About Nothing
Rehearsals have been going well for our school show this year, Shakespeare’s
Much Ado About Nothing. We have chosen to set this in the 1980s, so will
involve rock, pop and dance interludes between Shakespeare’s classical play
with tickets available after the Christmas break.
The ensemble cast is assembled and read-throughs are well underway for
February's performance. We are fortunate to have such a deep pool of talent to
draw on and think our audience are going to be very impressed! If your child is
in an acting role in the play, they will have rehearsals after school on Tuesday
each week – please keep an eye on your inbox for the rehearsal schedule.
Performance dates are:
• Monday 6th February – Primary School Matinee Performance
• Wednesday 8th February – Evening Performance 1
• Thursday 9th February – Evening Performance 2

News from the English Department.
We've had a great start to the year in English with many students
bringing reviews and recommendations from their summer reading to
share. We've started KS3 with class reading of some new novels and I
am really impressed with our students' clear and confident reading out
loud. If you would ever like any recommendations or tips on how to
encourage reading at home, please let Miss Nelson
know. sophie.nelson@sirthomasfremantle.org. We are also always
happy to lend books out for students to read at home.

Student Book Review
Heart-warming, Tragic, Historical
A good holiday read! The Runaways
written by Holly Webb, famous for the Shine!
series and many others
When I first started reading it, I did not know
what I was in for, so I had to get up and find
tissues! Apart from that, it was impossible to
even move much. When I had finished it
(about an hour later!) it made me think about
being evacuated and about war in general.
A TOTAL MUST READ
Suitable for 12-16 year old readers

by Mila Boggio
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European Day of Languages
Every year on the 26th September, Europeans celebrate the many diverse
languages we have in the world. It is a day to enjoy learning about different
cultures and recognizing that learning another language is a necessity and a
right for everyone. The STFS community made sure it celebrated the day too.
Throughout the day, KS3 students departed from their usual MFL curriculum of
French and Spanish to enjoy learning other languages including Italian, German,
Turkish and Ukrainian. Here is some of the wonderful work produced during
these lessons and follow-up homework.

The celebrations then continued during form time. Year 7
enjoying completing a range of literacy activities looking
at English words we have borrowed from other
languages. Year 8 had a PSHE lesson about diversity and
Years 9-11 had a careers session about where language
skills can take them in the future.
Finally, Mrs Wicks delivered an assembly to Year 7 about
her own most recent language learning journey; using the
app Duolingo to learn Welsh from scratch. We challenge
all of you at STFS continue your own language learning
journeys at home using Duolingo and your teachers can
map your progress if you join the STFS Duolingo
classroom with this code: ffcgtu.
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Y11 & Y13 University Visit
This half term, 50 students from Years 11 & 12 visited the University
of Northampton to take part in a UCAS and apprenticeships fair.
The trip provided students with the opportunity to speak to a
multitude of universities including; Russell Group, red brick,
specialist and modern universities. They also discussed post-18
apprenticeships with specialist providers, and could engage in
seminars on how to create strong applications for their next steps.
All students were engaged and found the event highly informative.

Inspiring Speakers
We also have an exciting
series of guest speaker
assemblies planned for later
in the term – topics include
LinkedIn
(Dean
Jones,
University of Buckingham);
running a small business
(Alison Cameron, University
of Buckingham Bookshop and Fethr); careers in the police (DCI Matt
Darnell, Thames Valley Police) and staying safe online (Andi Mercer,
McAfee).
There will also be some workshops designed to support students in applying for and securing an apprenticeship or degree
apprenticeship, delivered by Amazing Apprenticeships.

Sixth Form Schools &
Colleges.
It is the time of year where our Year
11 pupils need to think about their
next stage in education. There is a
wealth of providers and we’ve
taken the time to summarise all the
open events, application deadlines
and prospectus links for Year 11.
Please check your email account in
case you’ve missed it. It was sent to
both the Y11 students and parents.
Most open events are straight after half term so do make sure you get a
chance to read the letter as some providers are doing a ticketed event. You
can find the letter on our website.
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For the first time in two years we opened our doors to welcome prospective families. It was a great
opportunity to showcase our fantastic school and facilities. We welcomed over 300 families and we had
wonderful feedback. The classrooms looked really impressive and we had an army of student volunteers
to take visitors on tours or support in the subject areas. They were a real credit to the school and the
feedback on the students’ politeness and courtesy was really nice to hear.
We have increased our admissions number to 150 pupils in September and we will continue next year
onwards. From speaking with families there was a misconception that it’s not worth applying for STFS
as we’re ‘always full’! The increased admission number means we can and we hope families will apply!
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KS3 singers!

We are delighted to be relaunching our KS3
singers. A great way to explore music and
develop your singing voice, as a school we
have been selected to perform at the Royal
Albert Hall, London as part of a mass choir in
March. The club is open to all students in
Years 7, 8 & 9 and is during Thursday
lunchtime in the music department.

Plans and preparation are underway for our Winter concert. Held on Tuesday 13th December, it will
showcase talents from students across all year groups and looks to be an excellent event, hold the date!

Well done to our girls’ Netball Team. You played brilliantly in our first fixture! Great Teamwork!
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Our wellbeing room is well underway. This term
we have furnished it both inside and out! The
room provides a quiet space for the busy times
of the day such as lunch and break. It is also
used for interventions and provision throughout
the day. The students absolutely love it and
whenever I walk past the room there are peals of
laughter and joy. It represents exactly what we
are about here at STFS – supporting the whole
child!
We could not have achieved our space without
the help of volunteers and donors. Not
forgetting Mrs Ell and Miss Bartley who have
been here all weathers at the weekend to make
sure it is ready for the students.

11

Sir Thomas Fremantle School

News from Science
This last year, the allotment has seen a radical transformation. Mrs
Rosier (Science) has formed the Allotment Club, a group of keen and
enthusiastic students who stay on each Thursday after school to
develop a range of areas within the green space.
They have also had the support of a variety of volunteers, from the
school cadets and Chiltern Rangers to volunteers from Network
Rail, and more.
The allotment now sports raised beds, a freshly-sown wildflower
meadow, and even a pond!
Further plans are afoot, including fruit bushes and sponsored bird boxes. For more details, please contact Mrs Rosier.

Volunteers
One of the most amazing features of our community is their willingness to support and contribute to the wider
good! We have had so many volunteers support via their time or generosity – and sometimes both! Most recently
Network Rail volunteers spent the day grafting with students to build our pond. When days like this happen, it
teaches our students the value of service and the importance for doing something with no material gain! It helps
them witness that kindness and generosity is part of being a good person. We are so grateful to our volunteers.
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EPIC Engineers
Last week the school hall was buzzing with
ingenuity, problem solving and design! We
held a workshop for our Epic Engineers. Year
8 and 9 worked with an expert to look at all the roles of engineering. By the end of the session
they worked in teams to build a bridge that could hold 1 Kg. There were many successes and
the feedback from the workshop leader was great. STFS had the most number of successful
bridges out of all their schools! Great teamwork and structural design combined!
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Weekly Safeguarding News
Don’t forget every Wednesday we send out our
Wake Up Wednesday safeguarding guide for
parents. In case you’ve missed it, you should
find it from our safeguarding email. Each week
we issue a guide on either an online platform or
app.
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MK THEATRE VISIT
Students from Y10, Y11 and Y13 visited Milton Keynes Theatre in September to
see Blood Brothers. As always the students were fantastic representatives of
STFS and they thoroughly enjoyed the musical.

Residential Visits
Many students and families asked for the return of residential visits here at STFS. We’ve started to look into this and
many of the usual companies that I know have not survived the pandemic or have heavily reduced their offer. Many of
the companies are now only able to take bookings for 2023-2024. However, one of the companies had a cancellation
and there is space this academic year to take students for a week in the Mediterranean. Details will come out shortly
after half-term for Y10. We have also secured a French visit to Lille for Year 8 which you should already have received
information about.

Young Farmers Apple Juice!
My name is Harriet McCauley and I go to a club called Aylesbury Junior Young Farmers. We
decided to share our product with the head teacher. My group has been selling freshly picked
apple juice. It has been selling very quickly in the last
couple of weeks but there are still more bottles left
over. We made this apple juice by collecting lots of
apples from people and places near us. We gave our
apples to get juiced at a place called Chiltern Bridge Apple Juice. They also put
the design on our bottles. The first batch of apples filled 180 bottles but we ran
out so we had to get more. The second time we got 232 bottles.
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Our Students speak at Aylesbury Theatre.
We were delighted to hear that two of our current sixth form
students, Isabella Baird and Jodie Walton and a previous student of
the school, Esme Smith, were asked to speak in front of one thousand
children and parents at the Waterside Theatre in Aylesbury. They
spoke on behalf of Action4Youth about their Silver Duke of Edinburgh
canoeing expedition with confidence and maturity.

What’s on this half term?
Witchy Halloween Half Term at the Roald Dahl Museum (Great Missenden) 22nd – 30th October
Everything will be a little bit witchy this October half-term at the Roald Dahl Museum in Great
Missenden. Listen to live storytelling from The Witches told in the spooky Wondrous Wood, follow the Formula
86 trail to help Boy and Grandmamma get all the witches, and discover some spooky secrets from behind the
scenes in the pop-up witchy room.
October Half Term fun at Waddesdon Manor (Waddesdon) 22nd – 30th October
From nature-inspired activities to Spooky Afternoon Teas, there is plenty for the whole family to enjoy this
October half-term.
Freaky Fun Fest at Mead Open Farm (Billington, nr Leighton Buzzard)
Roll up, roll up, this October Half Term to experience a sensational new spectacle – the Circus is coming to
Mead Open Farm! Also included in your ticket, choose a pumpkin from the Pumpkin Patch to carve, discover 3
Spooky Haunts, ride the Tiny Terrors Tractor Ride and complete the Fairy Tale and Villains Trail!
October Half Term Activities at Discover Bucks Museum (Aylesbury) 24th – 28th October
This October half term will be a fun filled week of arts and crafts from Rangoli sun catchers and affirmation
posters for Diwali to Mask workshops with a twist to taught Fierce clay monster workshops and lots more!
Longridge Halloween family taster day (Marlow) 29th + 31st October
Come down to the beautiful Thames side site and try our adventurous activities for only £5.00 per session. Lots to
choose from kayaking to water orbs and climbing to laser tag.
Halloween Character Make Up Master Class at Milton Keynes Museum (Milton Keynes) 29th October
Learn the best tips and tricks from a professional make-up artist in our backstage studio in this 3-hour Masterclass!
Waddesdon Halloween Disco & Fireworks (Waddesdon) 29th October
There’s a Children’s Disco, Fancy Dress competition and much more. The Fireworks Display is at 7pm.
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